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JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
And behold, there was a man named Joseph, a councilor, being a good and just man, who had not consented to the counsel and deed of them. He was of Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who also himself was waiting for the kingdom of God.

This man, going to Pilate, asked for the body of Jesus; and taking it down, he wrapped it in a cloth, and placed it in a sepulcher that was hewn in stone, where no one had yet been laid.
Luke 23:50-53

“Now has come the salvation and the power” signifies that now they are saved by the Lord’s Divine power; “and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ” signifies because the Lord alone reigns in heaven and in the church.… This is meant by… “the kingdom of God.” 

          Apocalypse Revealed 553

PASTOR’S NOTES
Joseph of Arimathea: Joseph was a member of the Jewish council that had condemned Jesus to death, but he had not consented to their plan. He was looking forward to the coming of the kingdom of God. 

Bravely he went to Pilate, the Roman governor, and got permission to bury Jesus’ body. This was a courageous act since most of his fellow councilors

hated Jesus. He carefully wrapped the Lord in a linen cloth and, along with Nicodemus, laid Him in a tomb that he had prepared for his own burial. They buried Him with 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes, a great sign of their love and respect for Him.
It is striking that there is a good man named Joseph both at the beginning and the ending of Jesus’ life, the first Joseph being the husband of Mary, who took Jesus and Mary down to Egypt to keep Him safe from Herod. 

One way we can be like Joseph of Arimathea is to read again the stories of Jesus’ death and resurrection, with reverence and respect. We can find these stories in Matthew 27-28, Mark 15-16, Luke 23-24, and John 19-21. We can share these stories with our children and talk about them with our friends. We can commit ourselves to looking forward to the coming of the kingdom of God more fully and perfectly in our lives, by keeping our Lord’s commandments. 

We can also be willing to defend and protect the Word, just as Joseph treated Jesus, the Word made flesh. Joseph must have had doubts about what had happened to Jesus and His mission, but still he did what he could to care for Him. If we treat the Lord and His Word with love and respect as Joseph did, we will rejoice at the Lord’s resurrection and His promise of eternal life.
Palm Sunday: On Sunday, April 14, there will be palm branches on a table for you to pick up as you come into church. After the Word is opened, the congregation will go down the sides and up the center aisle to lay the palms on the chancel. Palm branches represent truths. Laying them down before the Lord represents acknowledging that the ability to live according to truths and thus be saved comes from the Lord alone. 

Holy Supper: On Thursday, April 18, we will celebrate the Holy Supper, preceded by readings from the Gospel of Mark and the Heavenly Doctrine. “For even the Son of Man came not to be ministered to, but to minister, and to give His soul a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).
On Easter, Sunday, April 21, you are invited to bring flowers as an offering to the Lord. There will be a procession to bring the flowers to the chancel. We can think of them as celebration of the Lord’s new life as He rose again, and of the new life He gives to us in regeneration. Some of the flowers may be planted at the church. Most will be given to people we hope will enjoy them, especially older people.
Easter class: We will have a class on Joseph in Egypt and how his life is a prophecy of the events of Easter. Come and see!

Pastor’s Council discussed topics for next year’s winter study. Easter stories were recommended. We then discussed the handoff of responsibilities from Lawson to Brett, and that we will not have a single full-time assistant pastor for a few years, due to a minister shortage and our budgetary constraints. Brett explained that he will rely on me and the other ministers here to help serve the uses that an assistant pastor would serve. It was recommended that the clergy continue to get together for lunches to keep on the same page. 
We had quite a discussion of the concept of the pastor not being the principal. We all want to make sure the pastor continues to have a strong influence in hiring, admissions, and New Church curriculum and philosophy. We want the children to continue to have plenty of face time with their pastors in the school. But we don’t want pastors to be the chief disciplinarians or the ones responsible for firing teachers. Please see the note below (“School Administration”) on this subject.

It had been proposed that we install a large-screen TV in the society room for festival services when people sitting near the back of the room are far from the chancel. We noted some technical challenges, but even more, the council was against this idea as bringing the wrong sphere into a church service. We might have a screen in a future crying room, but there were doubts about that too, since we don’t want to encourage little children to act up in church.
We discussed festival service sermons, that it is better when they are fairly brief; also that when we light candles on Christmas Eve, we should make sure to put them out promptly. 
Rob will help Roy set up a link on our website through which people can contribute to the church by credit card or PayPal. 
We should wait to call off church till Sunday morning in case a bad-weather forecast is wrong. 
Feast of Charity on April 12 will be a potluck followed by a talk by Bracken Brown on his recent trip to Brazil to study bird migration.   
School Administration: The Heavenly Doctrine makes it clear to us that there is an important role for priests to play in New Church schools along with parents and teachers (see TCR 106, Charity 130-131). We, the pastoral staff, think that priestly involvement in the hiring of staff, curriculum development, educational philosophy, and admissions are very important parts of making KNCS a New Church school and should continue or even increase. 
In regard to managerial roles for priests, however, we see the Heavenly Doctrine limiting them to the management of other subordinate priests (NJHD 313-314). An important factor from the Heavenly Doctrine for determining appropriate roles for a priest in a school seems to be whether or not the priest is in a position to compel another person. A priest can compel another subordinate priest, but not a layperson outside of the context of removing a person who is causing a disturbance in the church (NJHD 318). If a priest were to fire a teacher or be seen as the chief disciplinarian of the school, we believe it would put the priest in a position of compulsion.  

But the pastors do see providing instruction from the Word on any area of the school (especially focusing on hiring decisions, curriculum development, educational philosophy, and admissions) as an entirely appropriate role for the priest. 
If you have questions about how we see these doctrines, we would be happy to discuss them with you. The collection of passages we have presented on this subject is attached to this newsletter. There will be a discussion of this concept at the society meeting in May. If the society sees the passages calling for a layman to be in charge of the discipline of teachers and students, then we can study how best to incorporate priestly leadership and lay administration into our bylaws. 

We think that there are many ways a bylaws amendment could be written to better outline the proper role for priests at KNCS without risking the New Church nature of the school and even setting the stage for making the school an even better embodiment of what the Lord teaches in the Heavenly Doctrine. If the society agrees with these general principles, then Brett is eager to put together a committee to continue the work on a new bylaw provision for the consideration of the society at later society meetings. 
WORSHIP
Sunday, April 7, 9:00 A.M.  Young Child’s Service – a silk marionette tableaux of the Easter story, with readings from the Word. All ages welcome. Society room to accommodate everyone. The service will start PROMPTLY.                      Setup: Seth and Heather King

10:00 A.M. Family Service.


Usher/Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt
Sunday, April 14, 10:00 A.M.  PALM SUNDAY


Combined Service                                                         Usher/Set-up: Jordan Cooper

Sunday School Teachers and Helpers:     Nursery / Anndwyn & Brynna; 4 years-K / Eloné, Kit, & Luke; Grades 1-3 / Heather & Rafe; Grades 4-6 / Sarah
Thursday, April 18, 7:30 P.M. Adult Service. 


Holy Supper with Gospel readings. Usher/Setup: Mark Wyncoll

Sunday, April 21, 10:00 A.M. EASTER Family Service. Usher/Setup: Thos Powell
Sunday, April 28, 10:00 A.M Family Service Usher/Setup: Curtis McQueen   
CLASSES
Tuesday, April 2, 9:30 A.M. Winter Study Class. (Week #6: Uses after Death). Library
Monday, April 8, 7:15 P.M. Youth Group Conjugial Love Class.  Seth and Heather King’s
Wednesday, April 10, 7:30 P.M. Society Easter Class: The Joseph story as a prophecy of the events of Easter. Anna Volden’s 

Friday, April 12 

10:45 A.M. 3rd & 4th Grades Grandparents Day.  Society Room. 


6:30 P.M. POTLUCK Feast of Charity.             7:45 P.M. Presentation by Bracken Brown on his recent trip to Brazil to study bird migration
Thursday, April 18, 10:00 A.M. Moms’ Morning Class. Alexandra Cole’s 
Tuesday, April 23, 7:30 P.M. Arcana Class. At Kate Pitcairn’s.  Nos. 8958-9005, from the explanation of the 21st chapter of Exodus (verses 1-11), beginning with a short doctrinal section about temptation.  AC 9349 tells us which of the laws in Exodus Chapters 20-23 are abrogated, which are altogether to be observed and done, and which laws may be used in our life if we so wish.  Based on this number, we find that all of the laws in the first 11 verses of Exodus 21 have been abrogated. All these laws related to the buying and selling of servants.  In other words, when the Lord came into the world, He abrogated slavery. Early Christians knew this, and many freed their slaves.  Unfortunately, as wealthy slave owners entered the Christian church, this truth, with many others, was lost. However, this truth and many others from ancient and most ancient times, have been restored in the pages of the Heavenly Doctrine. It is no coincidence that we find that early readers of the Writings were among the first abolitionists. As the Lord told His disciples, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Still, although the laws concerning the buying and selling of people have been abrogated, these laws “are equally holy, that is, are equally the Divine Word,” for they contain within them the internal sense which teaches the laws of faith and charity. 
EVENTS / MEETINGS

Monday, April 1, and Wednesday, April 3, Parent-Teacher Conferences in the afternoon. See the schedules that were sent out. 
Thursday, April 4, 5:45 P.M. Doors to the society room open for Snack Bingo! Games played from 6:15 to 8:00 P.M.  For sale will be some light refreshments to fund our next fun activity (pickles, hot dogs, pretzels).  Also see “Announcements.” 
Friday, April 5, NO SCHOOL for Grades 1-6. Parent-Teacher conference for K-6th grades in the morning. Classes as usual for Grades 7-12. 
Tuesday, April 9, 7:30 P.M. Board Meeting. Library
Thursday, April 11, 11:45 P.M. & 7:00 P.M.                           “Stuart Little”- 5th & 6th Grades play
Friday, April 19 & Monday, April 22, NO SCHOOL
Friday, April 26, 11:00 A.M & 7:00 P.M. “Robin Hood” – high school play. 
Saturday, April 27, 8:00 A.M. Men’s Breakfast. Society Room
Monday, April 29, IOWAs start at KNCS (end 5/13)
EARLY MAY
Thursday, May 2 (details to follow) – 

1. KNCS Music Presentation in the morning

2. Senior Project Presentations by Natalie, Percy,   
and Hayden in the evening. 

Friday, May 3, Youth Group weekend in Toronto
From the CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE
April is a good month to SHOWER your church with gifts. ( Love, Your Contributions Committee
ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are thinking the warmest thoughts about Mary Griffin, 95, who has been living in Bethlehem and passed into the Spiritual World on March 22. We much enjoyed this New Church teacher and her husband Bill as part of the Kempton Society for many years, and are glad for their long-awaited reunion in the Lord’s kingdom. 
We warmly welcome James Kenneth Klicker into the world.  He was born to Owen and Lisa on Sunday, March 24. Grandparents Ken and Ingrid Klicker report that James’ two older sisters are thoroughly enjoying this fifth Klicker grandchild and that the angels are very near. Blessings to all.
Thank You: Thank you so much for the wonderful care package I received. I don’t think there is an item left I didn’t use. Knowing that I have the support of all of you behind me is a great comfort. I am thoroughly enjoying my time at ANC.                              
                    Thank you, Gavin [Hungaski]
KNCS Staff News: As communicated by Dale Smith last Monday (by mass e-mail), after four years of excellent teaching service at KNCS, Bracken Brown will be leaving the school’s employ in June to take up work at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary as a research biologist. Given Bracken’s well-known life-long love of birds, we are very happy for him, even knowing how much we will miss his critical thinking, sharp wit, teaching skills, and dedication to New Church education. As Dale said, “We are very glad Bracken isn’t going too far away; he will be just up the road at the top of the mountain. He says he hopes to keep the school

informed and connected to learning opportunities for students at Hawk Mountain.” 
A New Address on the Horizon for Rev. and Mrs. Judah Synnestvedt: Judah recently accepted a position at the Washington New Church School, which means the Synnestvedts will be moving to Mitchellville in a couple of months. Judah has made a valuable contribution to the church in Kempton even in the short time he’s been here as a new minister, and so have his wife and children. Though we are happy for Mitchellville, we will miss them very much.  Judah shares the following: 
“It’s been a privilege to work with Lawson, Brett, and others. We will miss being here more than words can express. At the same time, we feel called to serve Mitchellville’s fledgling New Church High School, which will let teens continue their New Church education without moving away from home. As High School Education Coach, I’ll work with other WNCS staff and parents to coordinate education ranging from academics to experiential learning. Often, my job will be to help students set and meet goals that are meaningful to them while satisfying academic requirements. What I’m most looking forward to is applying New Church doctrine in every part of the educational experience.”
May Judah’s work be blessed – and the transition be a good one for all. 
New Address Coming for the Lumsdens Too: 

Derrick and Eden (King) Lumsden will be moving to Kempton from Sarver toward the end of April, bringing their five boys with them to delight grandparents Brad and Suzanne King. The children are John, Christian, Hunter, David, and Isaiah (ages ranging from 2 to 11 years). We will be giving a welcome basket to the family after church on May 5 (unless we do it sooner), so you are invited to start thinking about what you might like to put into it!

And Welcome to Dedan and Jess King!  They have left St. Croix and are living with Janis and Steve until they figure out the next steps. It will be lovely to have them in Kempton for however long that may be (we hope very long). 
Don’t Forget about Snack Bingo! – for some all-ages society fun (young children would need your help to play). Thursday, April 4, 2019. Society Room. Doors open at 5:45 P.M.; games go from 6:15 to 8:00 P.M.  Bring a snack (or two or three or more) to gain admittance – or give them to Leona Fritch or Sarah Heiter beforehand (the preferred route, though not mandatory). The flyer attached to the March 21 Note Home explains how snacks relate to getting bingo cards and prizes (which are baskets of…snacks!).  For sale will be some light refreshments (pickles, hot dogs, pretzels) to fund the next fun activity, which you’re invited to help plan.
Gift Cards that Benefit KNCS are always available for purchase after church. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. - Loretta Alden, Gift Card Coordinator
HUGE THANKS to the Society for support of the 
[image: image1.png]school expansion. We have only $41,000 left to raise. This is a very exciting time. The building looks beautiful – especially with spring making its entrance.  Looking ahead, we are planning to put on a Spring Brunch and flower sale after church on May 19.  Hope to see you there!  

Sincerely, the School Expansion Fund Committee 
School Expansion Progress: Grades 1-12 boys are busy helping with the construction; 36 of them put in time every week! The inspector has approved all phases of the construction. The insulation is in, and we are in the process of installing the drywall. Dan Brown’s radiant floor heat system is completed, and as soon as the gas and electric are entirely connected, we will have heat! Things are moving along beautifully!                        

                 – Roger Schrock, Owners Representative
Heads-up to KNCS Parents re the IOWAs: These will be administered to Grades 3-8 from Monday, April 29 through Monday, May 13.  It would be helpful to the teachers if you could avoid taking your children out of classes during this period. 
Theater at KNCS: See the calendar for upcoming not-to-be-missed performances of “Robin Hood” and “Stuart Little.” 
KNCS Manse Seeks a Vacuum Cleaner: Do you have a working one you’re done with that KNCS could inherit or buy? If so, please speak up quickly – before the dust balls get the upper hand and we’ve already made a trip to the vacuum store. – Carla Kerr
Any Welders Out There Looking for a Way to Help KNC/KNCS?  We have two big tables that need some leg repair (three or four joins in total). If you’re the one, please contact me. Thanks! – Carla
[Repeat] Glencairn Mythology Camp: If you are interested in having your child attend this camp this summer (two sessions in mid and late June), see the March 21 Note Home for details.  
[Repeat] Full-Time Administrative Assistant / Office Manager Position Available at the Pittsburgh New Church and School. Applications due April 5. See March 21 Note Home for details.
7th Annual Living Waters [New Church] Family Camp: July 11-14 in Paisley, Ontario. Contact Brad Heinrichs, Pastor of the Carmel Church, with questions (pastor@carmelnewchurch.org; work 519-748-5802). Can also contact me to receive copy of the camp description and an application. – Carla at KNC office
Distinguished Speakers at Bryn Athyn College:
Interactive Lecture with Doctors Steve Jones and Ray Silverman on “NATURE as REVELATION”
MONDAY, APRIL 1, Pendleton Hall

Reception with refreshments: 7:00 P.M. 
Lecture: 7:30-8:30 P.M. 
If you would like to see the Southern Cross, enjoy a trip to Mt. Denali, explore the tiny wonders of lichen, and see the sky on fire, come join us for a delightful discussion of “Nature as Revelation” with Steve Jones and Ray Silverman. Steve has his PhD in Forestry and has served as the President of the University of Alaska, Antioch University New England, and Urbana University, where he first came into contact with the teachings of the New Church. Since then he has published in the New Philosophy (“The Spiritual Underpinnings of Nature-Based Leadership”) and written two books on the lessons we can learn from nature. He will be joined by Rev. Ray. Silverman, PhD, Associate Professor of Religion and English at Bryn Athyn College. Audience members will be treated to a fascinating lecture by Steve, peppered with time for audience responses (led by Ray), linking images from nature with the truths of revelation. “Thought from the eye closes the understanding, but thought from the understanding opens the eye” (DLW 46). Come ready to listen, learn, participate, and have fun.

General Church Corporation Annual Meeting:  
3:00 P.M.; Saturday, May 18, 2019 at Benade Hall Auditorium, Bryn Athyn. Members of the General Church Corporation are invited to participate in the election of General Church Board of Directors at this meeting.* The preliminary report of the GC Nominating Committee, together with information on nominees and minutes from the 2018 annual meeting, was emailed and sent via USPS at the end of February 2019. If you have recently changed your mail or e-mail address, or if you are unsure of your membership in the General Church and/or General Church Corporation*, please contact Susan Wright at 267-502-4990 or susan.wright@anc-gc.org; or Kelly Treacy at  kelly.treacy@newchurch.org or 267-502-4901  Please contact Kelly Treacy for absentee ballots.  *GC Members are eligible to become Corporation members after three years of GC Membership.
The Art of Awareness in the Classroom: 
Cultivating the Capacity for Observing and Perceiving the Children in Our Care                                 
Saturday, June 22, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M:
Presentations at Bryn Athyn College by Ray Silverman, Angela Rose, and Kathy Schrock
In this era of standards and accountability, education has become increasingly focused on testing and scores. But working with children means working with changing states and qualities of being that cannot be quantified and measured. In this workshop we will explore ways of honing our skills of observation so that we are better able to perceive and respond to the children in our care. The classroom is also a place where our egos can get hooked and we can find ourselves reacting in ways we may later regret. How can we prepare ourselves internally for leading a class of children and creating a safe environment where children feel seen? Afternoon sessions include artistic workshops to practice qualitative perceiving (watercolor painting or clay modeling), and the opportunity to sign up for a one-on-one coaching session with Ray Silverman on personal growth challenges within the context of the classroom.
Attendance by those not teachers also warmly welcome. Registration opens on April 22. Early bird registration is $60. Registration after May 22 is $75.

To register, contact Angela Rose: angela.rose@brynathyn.edu or 267-502-2566

Tennis Lessons: I am hoping to offer tennis lessons to beginner students this spring at the Kempton Community Center – to groups by age, or to individuals.  If interested, please contact me. Thanks – Vivienne Riley
ANNIVERSARIES

[An African visitor to a Christian conference said,] “You Christians trace the origin of conjugial love from the love itself. But we Africans trace it from the God of heaven and earth. Is not conjugial love a chaste love, pure and holy? Are not the angels of heaven in that love? Is not the whole human race and thence the whole angelic heaven the seed of that love? Can a thing so super-eminent spring from any other source than God Himself the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe?”      Conjugial Love 113
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:

George and Jan Cauffman 

on the 4th 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *     
ANNOUNCEMENTS Cont.
For Rent: 2,072 sf, 4-bed, 3-bath home. Large windows with beautiful views. Newly renovated inside, including an en suite bathroom. Central air. Small deck and screened porch look out over woods and babbling brook. 8 acres include a long meadow for walking. No pets; no smoking. Renter handles utilities such as propane heat, electric, trash, snow removal, internet/phone. $1,900/mo. (We’d like it if our house could help people wanting to be part of the Kempton New Church, so we can talk about the price if it’s an issue.) Please contact me if interested. Lydia Synnestvedt
A BIT MORE
The robin is the one

That interrupts the morn

With hurried, few, express reports

When March is scarcely on.

The robin is the one 

That overflows the noon

With her cherubic quantity,

An April but begun.

The robin is the one

That speechless from her nest 

Submits that home and certainty

And sanctity are best.

                       – Emily Dickinson
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