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TENTS AND JOURNEYS
Young children’s and Family talk by Rev. Lawson Smith – 2006

Lessons:
AC 1102. “Tents” mean… what is holy of love, and worship from love… It was customary among the ancients to speak of “journeying” and “dwelling in tents,” by which was meant, in the internal sense, holy worship. The reason was that the most ancient people not only journeyed with tents, but also dwelt in tents, and performed their holy worship in them. Hence also "to journey" and "to dwell" signified in the internal sense to live.

AC 1102:3.  …“To dwell in the tents of Shem” [means] that internal worship is within external worship. But because… the man of the external church does not well know what internal things are, this shall be briefly told. When a man feels or perceives in himself that he has good thoughts about the Lord, and that he has good thoughts about the neighbor, and desires to perform kind services for him, not for the sake of any gain or honor for himself; and when he feels that he has pity for anyone who is in trouble, and still more for one who is in error in respect to the doctrine of faith, then he may know that he dwells in the tents of Shem, that is, that he has internal things in him through which the Lord is working.

AC 8559. …“Journeys” mean the progression of spiritual life… thus the order of that life… [Spiritual life, or] the life of heaven… is a gift of the Lord to man by means of temptations, which are described by the journeys of the sons of Israel in the wilderness. The life of heaven is to be led by the Lord by means of good. In order that a man may come to that life, good must be implanted by means of truth; that is, charity [must be implanted] by means of faith. As long as this [implanting] is being done, the man is on the way to heaven, but is not yet in heaven. And during that time, in order that the truths which are of faith may be confirmed, and may also be conjoined with good, the man is let into temptations, for temptations are the means of the conjunction of good and truth. When therefore the man is in good, that is, in the affection of doing good for the sake of good, thus for the sake of the neighbor, he is uplifted into heaven, for he is in the order of heaven, and is led by the Lord by means of good. From all this it can be seen what is meant by “the life of heaven.”

*   *   *   *   *   *   *
Children, in Most Ancient times, in the golden age, when the best people lived in the world, most people were shepherds of sheep.  They lived in tents, and they journeyed from place to place, just like Abram in the story.  When the sheep ate up the grass in one place, they moved to another place, so tents were very handy.

In those days, the father of the family taught his children how to love and treat each other and thus how to love the Lord.  Each father taught his family in his tent.  They did not have church buildings in those days.  Those people loved the Lord very much, more than any other people since.  So Tents and Tabernacles have a holy meaning in the Word.  They stand for the holy things of love to the Lord, such as walking in integrity, working justice and speaking the truth in our hearts (Ps 15:1-2).

They were most free from the insane love of commanding orders and getting things (AC 10160:3).  That’s one reason the Lord wanted the children to build a Tabernacle, a beautiful tent, as their place of worship. And that’s whey they had a special feast, the feast of tents.  Even though they had houses, they built tents out of branches to live in for a week, each year.

So tents in the Word have a very holy, happy meaning. This is why the Lord says that when He came into the world, He dwelt in a tabernacle among us.

And in His second coming, He says, “Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell in a tabernacle among them, and they shall be this people, and God Himself shall be with them, their God” (Rev. 21:3).

We can picture the Lord living right in our neighborhood.  We can picture each family worshipping the Lord at home as well as at church, learning to love Him, so that we can be His people, and God Himself can be with us, our God.

Sometimes we can tell that we are in a good state, a little like the Most Ancient people, living in their tents.

· If we have good thoughts about the Lord,
· and good thoughts about our neighbor,
· and we want to do kind things for them just because it’s nice to do,

· and we feel sorry for anyone who is in trouble,

· especially someone who has mixed-up ideas about the Lord’s church 
Then we may know that we are dwelling in good tents, that is, we are letting the Lord work with us (AC 1102:3).
Now let’s think about the meaning of journeys. The Most Ancient people journeyed from place to place with their sheep. The Word is full of journeys:

· Abram coming to the Promised Land; then going down to Egypt and to Gerar

· Abram’s servant journeying to find a wife for Isaac

· Jacob journey to Haran, dreaming of the angels ascending and descending to and from the Lord on the way; then working 20 years, and then journeying home
· Joseph being taken down to Egypt, and later his brothers and the whole family following Him
· Moses leading the children of Israel out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, to Mt. Sinai, and then through the wilderness for 40 years

· Jesus spent much of His life journeying all through Galilee and surrounding regions, and then they journeyed up to Jerusalem for the Feasts. He said, “The foxes have holes, the birds of heaven have nests, but the Son of Man has no where to lay His head” (Mat. 8:20, Luke 9:58).
Journeys represent states of life and their changes, from first to last. They represent the aims and order of our lives. We can think of all the little trips we make in a week, the places we go regularly, and why. We have to put energy and time into all these journeys, so they represent choices we are making, especially as to the spirit with which we go about our business. Or we can think of longer journeys, for business or for vacation, and all the preparation, anticipation, and the changes of state we go through in getting there, and being there, and then coming home and readjusting to being home again and back in our regular patterns.

Journeys in the Word, especially people’s journeys to Egypt, often represent instruction. Learning new things, especially new ways of life, involves changing out of our settled states, moving into new thoughts and feelings – as if we moved to a new house, or moved our tents to a new place.

Another important meaning of journeys in the Word is going through temptations. There is no way for us to get from here to heaven except by a journey through temptations, as the children of Israel journeyed through the wilderness. Heaven cannot just come to us where we are. We have to move, to change; especially we need to come to the Lord.  Even though really He is carrying us, we have to come to Him as of ourselves.  

The life of heaven is a gift from the Lord. That life is to be led by the Lord by means of good, that is, to love to do what is good for His sake. To get there, we have to first learn truths and make ourselves do them, even when it’s hard, and then the Lord can change our hearts. He can help us move our tents to a new, wonderful place. 

Although we live in houses instead of tents and do not move nearly as often as nomadic people, we should think of ourselves as nomads or pilgrims while we live in this world. This world is not our Promised Land, our permanent home. We should aim to follow the Lord wherever He leads, even through the wilderness. 
And like the Most Ancients, we can worship the Lord in our homes, and the fathers can teach their children the precepts of charity and love at home. In fact, we must. If we don’t worship the Lord at home, especially in the ways we live and the ways we raise our children, worship at the church will be hollow. But if we do, then we may abide in the Lord’s tent, and dwell in the mountain of His holiness. Amen. 
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