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CONJUNCTION WITH THE LORD IN THE NEW CHURCH

A Holy Supper Address by the Rev. Lawson M. Smith. 1985, 1993, 1999, 2001

The Lord is love.  


He is always reaching out to us, urgent and pressing to be received.  



He wants to be with us, to save us from misery and to make us happy.  



He wants us to work together on projects that are important to both of us. 



He wants us to see eye to eye and to share the same goals.  

The Writings call this relationship “conjunction with the Lord.” 


The word “conjunction” might not sound especially warm and friendly, 



but it means such a close relationship that two become joined almost into one, 




because they love each other deeply. 



Each loves what is good and true, helpful and decent and clean. 




Sharing the same goals and approaches to life, 





they become as one in all things of life. 



Among human beings, the closest conjunction takes place in marriage. 




A good marriage is also the best picture of the closeness the Lord wants with us. 

The Lord expresses His desire for conjunction in many ways in the Word.  


"I am the vine, you are the branches.  



He who abides in Me and I in him, the same bears much fruit; 




for without Me you can do nothing." (John 15:5) 


He likens the kingdom of heaven to a wedding, 



where He is the Bridegroom and Husband, 




and the people of the Church are His bride and wife.  


In other places, the Lord is the owner of a vineyard, 



and we are His employees, whom He pays very well.  

In fact, the whole Word is all about the Lord’s conjunction with the Church 


and our conjunction with Him.  



So the Word is called the Covenant. 

The most powerful way of all by which the Lord expresses His desire for conjunction with us, 


and we express our desire for conjunction with Him  



is the Holy Supper.  


In True Christian Religion the Lord says, 



“Those who [with suitable preparation] …approach the Holy Supper 




are in the Lord, and He in them.  





Consequently the Holy Supper brings about conjunction with the Lord.” (725) 


In the New Testament Jesus even put it this way: 



“He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood dwells in Me and I in him.” (Jn. 6:56) 




Of course we are not meant to take this physically, 





but we are meant to think of taking the Lord’s love and His teachings






into ourselves so that we may be most closely joined with Him. 

Conjunction with the Lord is to know Him well, to love Him, 


and to do what He wants us to do, freely, because we want to do that too.  



It is to have a sense of where He is leading us and how we may follow.   




It is the peaceful feeling that we are doing what He wants us to do.  


The wine the Lord gives us in the Holy Supper 



stands for a clear sense of what He wants to do, 




and what we must be careful not to do.  


The bread stands for peace and contentment and in doing His will.  



As far as we have a sense of His leading and peace in following Him, 




we are in the Lord and He is in us. 

The Holy Supper reminds us of the Lord’s first coming into the world, 


and how He demonstrated His love even by laying down His life. 



He set us an example; He showed us what His priorities are, 




what kind of a Person He is, and how He acts.  


The Lord came into the world because He loved mankind, 



and wanted to re-establish a close relationship with us, 




 when that relationship had nearly broken down entirely. 



“For Jehovah descended and became Man 




so that He might approach the human race, and mankind might approach Him, 





and thus conjunction could take place, (TCR 370)



and through conjunction, salvation and eternal life [could be given] to mankind.” 


 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, (John 3:16)



that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

A relationship or conjunction between two parties must be mutual.  


We must come to the Lord as He is coming to us. 



He cannot make a relationship with us if we turn away from Him. 


Of course, our relationship with the Lord is not between equals.  



He is God, our Creator, Redeemer and Saviour.  




He gives us our life, 





so He gives us the ability to know Him and love Him.  


But the Lord wants us to have the greatest possible freedom and autonomy, 



because otherwise there cannot be any relationship at all.  




So we read, “There is a mutual conjunction [between the Lord and man].  





This [relationship] is made not by action and reaction [like puppets], 






but by co-operation, 







for the Lord acts, and a person receives the action from the Lord, 








and [then] acts as if from himself, 









even of himself from the Lord.” (TCR 371) 




“The one and only thing from which a person is a human being, 





and through which he is conjoined with the Lord, 






is that he can do good and believe truth as if from himself.” (AR 541:2)  

The way we work with the Lord is first of all by shunning evils as sins against Him, 


and secondly by doing what is good and helpful to our neighbours.  



Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)  




“In this way is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; 





so you will be My disciples.” (John 15:18) 

The two stone tables on which the ten commandments were written 

illustrate our mutual relationship with the Lord.  


The first table teaches love to the Lord, and the second love toward the neighbor.  


As we keep the commandments of the second table 



regarding our relations with our fellow human beings, 




we are co-operating with the Lord 





in His efforts to keep people safe and bless them. 


In working with Him we are worshipping Him, 



in obedience to the commandments of the first table.  

We cannot become close to the Lord unless we take responsibility for our lives.  


We cannot become angels if we live like savages.  




We must practise and practise acting like angels.  



Then we are co-operating with the Lord, and allowing Him to make us into angels.  


So the Writings say, “But, my friend, shun evil and do good, 



and believe in the Lord with all your heart and with all your soul.  




The Lord will then love you, 





and give you the gift of love to do [what is right] 






and the faith to believe [what is true].  




If you persevere in this course, a reciprocal and mutual conjunction 





will then develop between you and the Lord; 






and this [conjunction] is salvation itself and eternal life.” (TCR 484:2) 

In the Word, the Lord offers us the truth, the path of life. 


If we take the truth into our minds and apply it to our lives, 



through repentance and self-compulsion, 




then He can inspire us with the love of a good life. 


He turns our natural faith, which is basically just following a party line, 



into spiritual faith, with a real sight of what is true, and love for the truth. 


He turns our natural life of charity – mainly for reward – 



into spiritual charity, with a true love for Him and for others. 


With a small effort, as if from ourselves, by our free choice, 



the Lord multiplies His blessings to eternity, and both He and we are happy. 

It all begins with the Word. 


That’s where we can hear the Lord calling us: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  




If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 





I will come in to him, and dine with him, and he with Me.” (Rev. 3:20)  



“Through the Holy Supper, there is the Lord’s presence with those who hear His voice, 



that is, who believe in the Word; 




but there is conjunction with those who live according to the Word.” (AR 219)  
Now with the new Word, the Writings,  


we are especially able to be conjoined with Him.  



In the Writings, we see the Lord more clearly than ever before, and we hear His voice. 




We are able to open the doors of our lives to Him more fully, 





invite Him in and have a warm, friendly supper with Him.  


This is why the Book of Revelation says of the New Jerusalem, 



“Let us be glad and rejoice, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 




and His wife has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:6)  



This is the whole reason why the Lord has come to mankind, again and again, 




and now has given us the Heavenly Doctrine: 





so that we may rejoice with Him in a full marriage of the Lord and the Church, 






so that He may be close to us in all things of our lives, and we with Him. 


“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 



and He will pitch His tent among them, 




and they shall be His people, 





and God Himself will be with them, their God.” (Rev. 21:3-4) Amen. 

Apocalypse Revealed 120. I will give to eat of the hidden manna, signifies wisdom, and at the same time the appropriation of the good of celestial love in works, and thus conjunction of the Lord with those who work. By "the hidden manna," which they will have who are in good works, and who at the same time adjoin the truths of doctrine to works, is meant hidden wisdom of a quality like that which they have who are in the third heaven. For these, because they were in good works, and at the same time in truths of doctrine in the world, are in wisdom above other angels, but in hidden wisdom, for it is written in their life and not so much on their memory; therefore they are of such a nature that they do not talk of the truths of doctrine, but do them, and they do them because they know them, and also see them when others speak them. That the good of love is appropriated to them, and the Lord conjoins Himself with those who adjoin truths of doctrine to good works, and thus gives them wisdom in their good, and that this is "giving to eat of the hidden manna," may appear from these words of the Lord:

    The bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. I am the bread of life; your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that he who eateth thereof may not die. I am the living bread, that came down from heaven; if anyone eat of this bread he shall live forever (John 6:31-51).

    From which it is evident, that the Lord Himself is "the hidden manna" which will be in their works, if they approach Him alone. Whether you say "the Lord" or "the good of celestial love," and "the wisdom of that love," it is the same. But this is an arcanum which enters with difficulty into the natural idea of anyone, so long as it is veiled over with a cloud from worldly things; but it does enter when the mind is serene and in the sunshine, as may be seen in The Angelic Wisdom concerning the Divine Love and Wisdom from beginning to end.

