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THE LORD’S PRAYER IN ALL THE STATES OF LIFE
Our Father, who art in the heavens, hallowed be Thy name.                          Matthew 6:9, Luke 11:2
And the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in her, and His servants shall serve Him.  And they shall see His face, and His name shall be in their foreheads.…                 Revelation 22:3-4
Whenever I have been reading the Lord’s Prayer, I have plainly perceived an elevation toward the Lord which was like an attraction, and at the same time my ideas were open, and from this there was effected a communication with some societies in heaven. And I noticed that there was an influx from the Lord into every detail of the Prayer, thus into every idea of my thought that was from the meaning of the things in the Prayer. The influx was effected with inexpressible variety, that is, not the same at one time as another. From this it was also made evident how infinite are the things contained in the Prayer, and that the Lord is present in every one of them.   
         Arcana Coelestia 6476
PASTOR’S NOTES
The Lord’s Prayer: One of the purposes of the Lord’s Prayer is to help us see and be conjoined with the Lord. The Prayer helps us think of and love the Lord, by reminding us of who He is and all that He does for us. It also teaches us how we can respond to Him. We can look up to the face of the Lord, as little children looking up to our Heavenly Father. 

When we say the Prayer reverently, we are lifted up toward the Lord. Our Heavenly Father is picking us up in His arms, yet in such a way that we are free to be as close to Him or distant from Him as we choose. 

The Lord’s love and wisdom flows into every word of the Prayer, into every idea of our thought about it. One of the hopes of our winter study of the Prayer is that we will have more and fuller ideas of it into which the Lord’s love and wisdom can inflow. 
Each time we say the Prayer it is different. The Prayer has application to every state of our lives to eternity. It is a prayer for the coming of the New Church. It is a prayer for conjugial love. It is a prayer of thanks for the Lord’s Providence of our daily bread, and for leading us through temptation until we are delivered from evil. The Lord’s Prayer applies to every situation we will ever encounter, and the Lord Himself is present in every word. 
You are invited to study the Lord’s Prayer in an effort to come closer to our Heavenly Father.
Holy Supper will be offered on January 7th in the morning, the first Sunday of the new year. The Holy Supper is a reminder that our Father in the heavens wants us to come be with Him forever.  

Winter Study on the Lord’s Prayer: I hope everyone who wants to talk with friends about the Prayer can find a group to join. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you don’t yet have a home to go to. You can ask a pastor or Carla or another friend. 
Winter study booklets and CD’s are available at church. You can download text and audio files from http://www.kemptonnewchurch.org/StudyGroups/index.php.  

Thank you to all the tableaux helpers, especially our fearless director Christine Storch and each participant, from planning to take down and all in between! You have given generously of your time at a busy time of year, in rehearsals, singing, ironing, setting up and taking down; you have given a great Christmas present to the society. 
Thank you to the people who decorated the church for Christmas. It was a beautiful gift to all who came to church, especially on Christmas Eve. 
Work Party on Saturday morning, January 27: Save the church a chunk of change and visit with friends who love the church and school. Help give our facilities a fresh start to the New Year! 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Please note the changes (for six weeks) in Sunday School locations, starting this Sunday: From January through March, the boys and girls will be taught separately. Boys in first through third grades will be in the end room (or the third and fourth grade room if the end room is too small). Boys in fourth through sixth grades will be in the fifth and sixth grade room. Girls in first through sixth grades will be upstairs in the seventh and eighth grade room. Grades seven and eight will meet in Dale Smith’s office. (See below.)
We will also have Sunday School for Grades 7-8 for six Sundays this winter. Students of this age are not required to attend. They are, as always, welcome to stay for the sermon or to help out in one of the other Sunday School classrooms. But we hope this will be a nice change for some of them. We thank the adults who have offered to take care of these classes.

We have two holes in the Sunday School roster. Can you teach Grades 7-8 on February 4, or Grades 1-3 boys on February 18? Please call Jen McQueen if you can help. Thanks to all our teachers!

A notice of the Sunday School classrooms is posted on the bulletin board by the church office. 
*     *     *     *     *
JANUARY WORSHIP
Sunday, January 7, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service with Holy Supper.  


Usher/Setup: Dandridge Cole


Sunday School Teachers:


Nursery / Lydia & Laif; 4 years-K / Genta & Phoenix; 1st-6th girls / Karla & Shannah; 1st- 3rd boys / Chris Judson; 4th-6th boys / Thaddeus; 7th-8th girls and boys / Mark Wyncoll
Sunday, January 14, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service. Setup: Justin and Anndwyn

10:00 A.M. Family Service. 


Usher/Setup: Owen King
Sunday, January 21, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service.  Usher/Setup: Bengt Boyesen. 

Sunday School Teachers:


Nursery / Alexandra & Adele; 4 years-K / Amanda & Laif; 1st-6th girls / Shanon Smith & Leilah; 1st- 3rd boys / Justin; 4th-6th boys / Judah; 7th-8th girls and boys / Jen
Sunday, January 28, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Mike Heiter
JANUARY CLASSES
Sunday, December 31: Seven-week Winter Study on The Lord’s Prayer begins this week for those groups ready to start. 

Friday, January 5, 6:30 P.M. Feast of Charity; 7:45 P.M. Doctrinal Class on The Lord’s Prayer, to introduce our Winter Study. 

Tuesday, January 9, 9:30 A.M. Winter Study Class on The Lord’s Prayer. Lawson’s office
Mom’s Morning Class. TBA.
Youth Group Conjugial Love Class. TBA

DECEMBER EVENTS
New Year’s Eve Invitation: 2nd Annual Poetry Night. 7:00 P.M., Sunday, December 31. At Gray Glenn’s. Please bring a favorite poem or two to read. All are welcome. 

JANUARY EVENTS
Monday, January 8, KNCS’s final ice-skate
Friday, January 12, End of KNCS 1st Semester

Monday, January 15, MLK, Jr. Day. NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, January 16, Start of KNCS 2nd Semester
Saturday, January 27, 8:30-1l:00 A.M.  Annual Work Party at the church and school. 
From the 

CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE

Happy New Year!

Please consider making a long-term gift to the Kempton Society by using your estate plans; some people include the General Church or their own society in their will. It is a simple way to support the church with money you will no longer need. It is easy to add the Kempton Society as a beneficiary. Just contact Mark Wyncoll to see a sample one-page codicil you can use to help Kempton and/ or the General Church. Or ask your attorney to add the Society as a beneficiary. And thank you for all the ways you support the finances of the Kempton New Church. 

(To look into a gift that costs nothing during your lifetime: http://nc.plannedgiving.org/)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Society Christmas Mail Boxes will be taken down soon. Quite a lot of them still contain mail, so please give yours a look. Thanks
KNCS Staff Announcement: 
We are pleased to announce that Anthea Stewart will be the new first and second grade teacher for the Kempton New Church School for the 2018/19 school year. Anthea's start date is still being determined, but we hope she will be able to come early enough to shadow in Kathy's classroom for a while.
Anthea has been teaching in public schools in Australia, but she has an education degree from Bryn Athyn College and taught grades 1 & 2 and 2 & 3 at KNCS back in the 1990s. She also taught in the Kainon New Church School (South Africa) for the year following her time here. 
Anthea is married to Gavin Stewart, and they currently live in Queensland with their two children - Declan (10th grade) and Lauren (7th grade). The Stewarts spent two weeks in Kempton this past August and really felt at home here. We are excited to welcome Anthea back to Kempton with her family.

This was not an easy decision as we had strong candidates apply. The school council, Lawson, and I are grateful for the willingness of talented and qualified teachers to step forward and offer their services. Anthea will be joining a great team of faculty, and we have a lot of parents committed to providing their children with a truly New Church upbringing in the light of the Word, so we have good hope for the uses of the Kempton New Church School.

Best,

Dale Smith
Assistant Principal

A Few 2018 Kempton Calendars are still available. $20 each—goes to the School Expansion Fund. At the church office, or contact Tabitha Judson. 

Still Looking for Church Coffee Helpers: We could use some help with coffee after church.  Even just subbing once or twice a year would be great.  Anyone interested in helping with this please contact Kate at 484-505-8192.  Thanks!

2018 Bryn Athyn Directories: I will be ordering some on Friday, January 5. Let me know if you want to be on the list, if you haven’t already.  $2. Carla
Little Cabin:  Dear Friends, Keene and I recently purchased a small, seasonal summer cabin outside of Lebanon.  We will use it, but not a great deal on weekends (I have some conflicts at work Sundays!). So if a need ever arises, i.e. relatives here for a wedding needing housing etc., feel free to call.  It is not a rental, just a place we want to put to good use. It could sleep five with the addition of a couple of air mattresses. It is very clean with a full kitchen and full bath. Thanks. Chuck Blair (215-740-3662)

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

There is no good without truth, nor any truth without good; consequently, there is an eternal marriage between them, and this marriage is the origin of conjugial love.        Conjugial Love 83
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:

Eugene and Andri Muth

on the 2nd – 53 years
Ned and Neva Asplundh

on the 4th – 44 years 
Steve and Janis King

on the 20th – 45 years
​​​​
*     *     *     *     *
ANNOUNCEMENTS Cont.

Can’t Stop Shopping Yet! KNC/KNCS Care Packages Will Go Out in the 2nd week of February.  All society friends are invited to partake in this friendly yearly project. Your donations will be combined with cards from KNCS students and sent to our 13 young adults (5 female and 8 male) who are away at school or in the military. Come up with your own great ideas or fall back on old standards - hot chocolate, tea, popcorn, dried fruit, instant oatmeal, granola bars, quarters for laundry, stamps, gum, candy, instant soups/macaroni, pencils, pens, post-it notes, etc. (Perhaps avoid strong-scented things that will permeate food items.) We will also happily accept financial contributions to help with mailing the boxes. Thanks for your support!   
A BIT MORE
Tiddely Pom

The more it snows (Tiddely pom),

The more it goes (Tiddely pom),

The more it goes (Tiddely pom)

On snowing.

And nobody knows (Tiddely pom),

How cold my toes (Tiddely pom),

How cold my toes (Tiddely pom),

Are growing.

                 – A.A. Milne, The House at Pooh Corner
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