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THE CORNERSTONE OF FAITH
Jesus says to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same was made into the head of the corner; this was made by the Lord, and is marvelous in our eyes?1              1Psalms 118:22-23
Therefore I say to you, that the kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth its fruits.

And whoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken; but on whomever it shall fall, it shall grind him to powder.                   Matthew 26:42-44
[An angel said] “Our faith is, has been, and ever will be in the Lord God the Savior, whose Human is Divine and whose Divine is Human. This faith is accommodated to man’s reception, because it unites the Divine spiritual with what is natural with men. So it becomes a spiritual faith in the natural…. With those who believe in the Lord, He turns their natural faith to become conviction, trust and confidence. Thus natural faith becomes spiritual, and is made living by means of charity.”    

True Christian Religion 137:5 
PASTOR’S NOTES 
The cornerstone of faith is acknowledgment of the Lord as the God of heaven and earth. When we believe in the Lord, we can picture who God is and what He is like. We can see Him in our mind’s eye, calming the storm, rescuing Peter from drowning, touching the leper and healing him, casting the demon out of the boy, and raising Lazarus back to life. We can picture His face shining like the sun and His garment as white as the light. We can hear His voice calling, “Cast your net on the right side.” 

In His second coming, we can glimpse the spiritual reasons why He did and said all the things we read in the New Testament. The Lord expounds in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. We see how He set us an example and showed us the way to heaven. 

Faith in the Lord is the cornerstone on which the church is founded. It is the basis for our conjunction with God. If we truly have faith in Him, we will do as He teaches us, living a good life, and in this way we are saved from the misery of an evil life.

On Easter, it became clear to the disciples for the first time that Jesus was not only a wonderful man and the greatest prophet, but is Jehovah God Himself, who has come to be God with us. This is why we celebrate Easter. May the Lord God Jesus Christ reign over us!

*    *    *    *    *    *    *

Palm Sunday: On Sunday, April 9, there will be palm branches on a table for you to pick up as you come into church. After the Word is opened, the congregation will go down the sides and up the center aisle to lay the palms on the chancel. Palm branches represent truths. Laying them down before the Lord represents acknowledging that the ability to live according to truths and thus be saved comes from the Lord alone. 

Holy Supper: On Thursday, April 13, we will celebrate the Holy Supper, preceded by readings from the Gospel of Luke and the Heavenly Doctrine. “Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit” (Luke 23:46, Psalm 31:5).

On Easter, Sunday, April 16, you are invited to bring flowers as an offering to the Lord. There will be a procession to bring the flowers to the chancel. We can think of these flowers as celebration of the Lord’s new life as He rose again, and the new life He gives to us in regeneration. Some flowers may be planted at the church. Most will be given to people we hope will enjoy them, especially older people. 

A Feast of Charity will be held on Friday, April 28. The topic will be some aspects of the distinctly New Church curriculum being taught in our high school. 
Pastor’s Council met at the beginning of March. We discussed topics for the next winter study. Comments included New Church education, including about raising children at home; how mercy and truth can be married, in meeting people in disorder; something doctrinal rather than topical, for variety; the Lord’s Prayer; more of Divine Providence; Charity; memorable relations; overview of the Old Testament; a section of Revelation.

We also thoroughly discussed the letter that went out about the March 16 presentation about protecting children from predators. 
We will experiment with holding young children’s services in the society room instead of upstairs, though it is not as intimate a space. We won’t have to haul chairs upstairs and down. Coats should be left at the school entrance, and we need to be prompt, so as not to interfere with church setup. 

Concern was expressed about the traffic dangers of school pickup. (Nick Rose, a civil engineer, has since been hired to help us ease this problem.) 

We also discussed an alternative time for holy supper for parents of young children, with babysitting in the library on a Sunday afternoon. 
Our next meeting is on May 2.

Men’s Breakfast, Saturday, April 22: Let’s get together to talk about the challenges facing men these days, at home and at work, and how we can support each other better. 
The board meeting on April 25 will focus on the budget to be presented at the society meeting in May. As expected, we see our salary budget going up considerably next year.
APRIL WORSHIP

Sunday, April 2, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service. Setup: Seth and Heather King

10:00 A.M. Family Service. 



Usher/Setup: Gordon McQueen
Sunday, April 9, 10:00 A.M. Palm Sunday. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Justin Hendricks
Thursday, April 13, 7:30 P.M. Holy Supper Service with Gospel readings. Usher/Setup: Roy Odhner
Sunday, April 16, 10:00 A.M. Easter Family Service.  Usher/Setup: Thaddeus Glenn
Sunday, April 23, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt
Sunday, April 30, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Jordan Cooper
APRIL CLASSES
Tuesday, April 4, 9:30 A.M. Class on the Holy Supper. Lawson’s office

Wednesday, April 5, 7:30 P.M. Society Easter Class. The Walk to Emmaus. Part 1. Steve/Janis King’s 
Tuesday, April 18, 9:30 A.M. Class on Betrothal. Lawson’s office

7:30 P.M. Arcana Class. Nos. 8033 - 8070 about genuine charity and faith, and the explanation of Exodus 13:1-10 about the sanctification of the feast of unleavened bread.
Monday, April 24, 9:30 A.M. Moms’ Morning Class. Daelen Saltzer’s 

Wednesday, April 26, 7:30 P.M. Continuation of Society Easter Class. The Walk to Emmaus.   Part 2.  Roy Odhner’s 
Friday, April 28, 6:30 P.M. Feast of Charity. 

7:45 P.M. Some elements of KNCS H.S. curriculum
APRIL MEETINGS
Thursday, April 6, 7:30 P.M. School Council meeting. Library

Tuesday, April 25, 7:30 P.M. Board meeting. Library  
APRIL EVENTS
Wednesday-Thursday, April 5-6, in the afternoon.  Parent/Teacher Conferences for Grades 7-12.  
Friday, April 7, Parent/Teacher Conferences for Grades K-6. NO SCHOOL for Grades 1-6
Tuesday, April 11, 7:30 P.M. (not 8:00) Discipline in the Context of Love: Presentation by Scott Daum       and Dr. Saul Fisher (Description attached.) 
Friday, April 14, Good Friday. NO SCHOOL
Monday, April 17, Easter Monday. NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, April 18 through Monday, May 1. IOWAs at KNCS  
Saturday, April 22, 8:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast. Society Room

(Sunday, April 23, GCE Concert. See Announcements.)
Fri.-Sun., April 28-30, Fathers and Grades 8-12 Sons to Meadowridge (parent-led trip, not KNCS)
SOME UPCOMING SPRING EVENTS

Thursday, May 4, in A.M. TBA, Grs 3-4 Violin Concert

Thurs-Fri, May 11-12, Grades 7-8 to Gettysburg

Fri.-Sun., May 12-14, KNCS Youth Group will visit the Olivet New Church Society in Toronto

Thursday, May 18, 7:30 P.M. KNC Semi-annual Meeting

Friday, May 19, Grades 9-12, Presenting British Literature. AM and PM performances. Society Room
Friday, May 25, 7:30 P.M. Senior-Project Presentations. Society Room

Monday, June 5, Grades 9-10 go to Knoebels.        
  Grades 7-8 go to Pioneer Coal Tunnel.
From the
CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE
Dear Friends, 


Our Sunday basket contributions are lagging behind. Even if you miss a Sunday, the work of the church continues. Please consider automating your gifts to help us reach a balanced budget.

      Thank you for your help. Every gift matters! 


                  Your Contributions Committee
ANNOUNCEMENTS
KNCH Takes a Leap Forward: The board of Kempton New Church Home (KNCH) is delighted to report that, after an arduous three-year search, the organization has purchased the former Albany Township Elementary School, located in the village of Kempton. The plan is to convert the building, which was significantly renovated and expanded in 2000, then moth-balled as a school a few years later, into 11 or 12 independent-living apartments for New Church seniors. The hope, also, is to build several single and duplex cottages on the site in the future. We are pleased to be providing economical living accommodations for those who find they need less space and closer neighbors in a pleasant, community setting.  If you have questions or would like a tour of the site, contact Tom Kerr (tjkerr3@gmail.com; 610-756-4376) or Bob Jungé (revjunge@ptd.net; 610-756-6225).  

KNC Kitchen Takes a Leap Forward: Chefs and others will be happy to find that Dan and Jethro have installed some replacement cabinets in the kitchen. Drawers that slide, and more! Thank you, gentlemen. We’re grateful for all the functioning.
Hope, Hopelessness, and Healing: Saturday, April 1, 9:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M., Mitchell Performing Arts Center, Bryn Athyn. (Tickets required – see below.) Please join us for a powerful morning featuring Dr. Dan Gottlieb as he explores hopelessness and hope. This event (our second with Dr. Gottlieb) is a Bryn Athyn community response to the tragedies and struggles of life – ones we so often don’t talk about, or don’t know how to talk about. Dan Gottlieb is a practicing psychologist and therapist with more than 40 years of experience. He is best known as the host of “Voices in the Family,” a weekly radio program heard for more than 30 years on WHYY-FM, Philadelphia’s NPR affiliate. www.drdangottlieb.com.  The following B.A. Church link gives more detail and ticket information. 

https://brynathynchurch.org/finding-hope-2017/
Jacob’s Creek Family Camp: July 23 – July 26, Laurelville Mennonite Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, Penna. This year’s theme: Behold I make all things new!  See March 23 Note Home or church bulletin board for details. 

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble’s Last Concert of the Season: 3:00 P.M., Jerusalem Lutheran Church, 252 Dock St., Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972. For tickets: www.gabrielchamber.org, 570-943-2558, or gce@gabrielensemble.org.

FRANCK Violin & Piano Sonata – Allegro ben 

moderato & Allegro

JP JOFRE Original Tango Compositions for Strings & Bandoneon

MENDELSSOHN String Symphony No. 7 in D minor

Guest Artists: J.P. Joffre, bandoneon; Dana Weiderhold, violin; Domenick Fiore, string bass; Anyi Cai, piano
Raffle basket theme: Spring Cleaning! 

Extra free range eggs for sale. $4/ dozen. Chris and Heather Smith. 610-756-4050 [Asked whether “extra” refers to the eggs or to the habits of the birds, Heather replies, “Both. Many eggs, and hens rule the entire farm.”]
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
That the origin of conjugial love is from the marriage of good and truth…. This may be illustrated by the heat and light that proceed from the sun. From these are all things on the earth; for according to their presence and according to their conjunction they germinate; and natural heat corresponds to spiritual heat which is love; and natural light corresponds to spiritual light which is wisdom.
Conjugial Love 60
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
George and Jan Cauffman 

on the 4th – 30 years
*     *     *     *     *
A BIT MORE
The Mole had been working very hard all the morning, spring-cleaning his little home. First, with brooms, then with dusters; then on ladders and steps and chairs, with a brush and a pail of whitewash; till he had dust in his throat and eyes, and splashes of white-wash all over his black fur, and an aching back and weary arms. Spring was moving in the air above and in the earth below and around him, penetrating even his dark and lowly little house with its spirit of divine discontent and longing. It was small wonder, then, that he suddenly flung down his brush on the floor, said, “Bother!” and “O blow!” and also “Hang spring-cleaning!” and bolted out of the house without even waiting to put on his coat. 

 – Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the Willows
Witch Lady – by Laurel Powell, written Maundy Thursday
Open both doors to the wild wind.

Ride your broom down the kitchen stairs, 

Driving the dust from the corners—

Send it swirling in terror and freedom

Down the back stairs, out the back door, 

Freed from the cobwebs—

Out, out, out on the wind. 

Ride your broom down the west wind, 

Restless soul.  Sweep the sad dust

Off your cluttered heart;

Weep your angry tears to scrub it, rinse it, 

And damn the devil to his own wilderness. 

Oh, Lord, 

When the Devil returns with his seven friends, 

He will find my house swept empty and clean, 

But not for him, 

But not for him,

But not for him. 

 [Inspired by Matt. 12:43-45 and AC 3142]
 April – by Sara Teasdale
The roofs are shining from the rain. 
The sparrows twitter as they fly, 
And with a windy April grace 
The little clouds go by.

Yet the back-yards are bare and brown 
With only one unchanging tree – 
I could not be so sure of Spring 
Save that it sings in me. 

The Night Will Never Stay – by Eleanor Farjeon
The night will never stay,
The night will still go by,
Though with a million stars
You pin it to the sky,
though you bind it with the blowing wind
And buckle it with the moon,
The night will slip away
Like sorrow or a tune.

*    *    *

Winter’s ice-mailed fist holds fast

All latent life below. 

‘Til spring’s warm sun begs sinews

To relax, pull damp snow blankets back, 

So all things

Grow.                                                                     – G.T. Glebe
Winter Wheat – by Yorvar Synnestvedt
Bordering dusty country road, 

defended by rusty country fence,

a field of light new green

lies brilliantly at peace

under April sun:


Winter wheat, 


in apple green and emerald


with shafts of yellow light



reflecting life



inviting death,

grows graciously to reaping. 

*    *    *
And then the rain began, the tonic, greening, transforming rain that comes only once a year.  At gray daylight, silver drops still clung to the undersides of peach limbs; but the rain had stopped, and now every living blade and stalk whose destiny it is to be green was astonishingly green.

                        

            – Rachel Peden

April prepares her green traffic light and the world thinks Go.



              – Christopher Morley

Well-appareled April on the heel

Of limping Winter treads.

                – William Shakespeare
Spring

I wander far and unrestrained, 

Myself set free, my fields regained, 


When in the Spring, 


The South winds sing, 

And I by birds am entertained. 

                   – John Alden Carpenter

Laughter is sunshine, it chases winter from the human face.  

                                     – Victor Hugo, Les Misérables
Ahh, the wide almond groves in full white flower

Stunning in the morning sun.

Old naked Winter in his garb of grays and browns has 



run.

Forsythia blooms come and go in the blink of a yellow 



Eye,

Then, suddenly, mysteriously, Green erupts; and we 



sigh.

               – Michael P. Garofalo

Spring has returned. The Earth is like a child that knows poems.

                                                         – Rainer Maria Rilke
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