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CORRESPONDENCES OF SPRINGTIME:
With regeneration

In the world, regeneration is variously represented, as by the blossoming of all things on earth in the spring, and by the gradual development of the blossoms into fruit; and by the growth of every tree, shrub and flower, from the first month of the warm season to the last. 
True Christian Religion 678:2
With life in heaven
Those who are in heaven are continually advancing towards the spring of life, with a greater advance towards a more joyful and happy spring the more thousands of years they live; and this to eternity, with increase according to the growth and degree of their love, charity, and faith.          Heaven and Hell 414
With peace
A state of peace is the state of the Lord’s kingdom. In that state celestial and spiritual things, which are the Lord’s, exist so to speak in their early morning and their spring-time, for that peace is like the dawn that breaks in the early morning, and the new life that comes in spring-time. The dawn and the spring cause everything that reaches the senses at those times to be full of joy and gladness.… In a state of peace, everything celestial or spiritual exists so to speak in its early morning or spring-time blossom and cheer, that is, in its very happiness. Such is the way the state of peace affects each particular thing, for the Lord is Peace itself.                                  Arcana Coelestia 1726
PASTOR’S NOTES 
Springtime: As we look forward to the springtime, we can look forward even more to the spiritual states to which spring corresponds. Spring corresponds to the way the Lord is perpetually regenerating us, if we are willing. He renews our faith, making our uses to blossom and bear fruit. The increase in the warmth and light in springtime corresponds to the increase in love and wisdom—more zeal, more satisfaction, more delight, fewer bitter states—which make our lives fruitful. 
By regeneration and the cycle of the spiritual seasons, the Lord prepares us for heaven. In heaven, the cycle does not stop. Instead, angels “advance into a more joyful and happy spring the more thousands of years they live.” We can picture our dear friends who have gone before us gardening and rejoicing in heaven’s springtime. Another passage says that while we live in this world, we are in our winter (AE 942), but the winter is time for us to prepare for spring.

The inmost quality of happiness is peace. The Lord’s goal in our regeneration is “to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:80). There is a deep peace from the Lord when you are working hard, doing something you love to do, serving the Lord and the neighbor. This peace is like the soft but clear light of the dawn and the lovely warmth of the springtime. 
May the Lord fill your springtime with hope and peace.

Pastor’s Council meets on Tuesday, March 7. One question is what topic to study next winter. Several people expressed appreciation for this year’s study. One suggestion is the Lord’s Prayer. Please give your thoughts to me or to a member of pastor’s council. 
I am calling a special society meeting to choose between an attached or a detached addition to the school, on Thursday, March 9. (See the letter that was sent out, and “Meetings,” below, for details.) Please come share your thoughts.
Training to protect children from predators will be presented on Thursday, March 16, at 7:30 p.m. We hope many parents will take advantage of this opportunity. 
Society Easter Class (March 29) will be on the Lord’s appearance to the two disciples walking on the road to Emmaus. It is a beautiful story of how we gradually come to recognize the Lord, even though He is so full of wisdom and love that it is hard to believe.
WORSHIP

No Young Child’s Service in March, because it comes the weekend of turning our clocks forward.
Sunday, March 5, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Ted LaMastra
Sunday, March 12, 10:00 A.M. Family Service.  Usher/Setup: Owen King
Sunday, March 19, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Steve King
Sunday, March 26, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Matt Heiter
CLASSES
Tuesday, March 14, 7:30 P.M. Arcana Class. Nos.7969 to 8032. About the actual Exodus from Egypt and the beginning of the section on the spirits of Jupiter. At Gale and Emily Smith’s.
Monday, March 20, 9:30 A.M. Moms’ Morning Class.  Eloné Zimmerman’s

Tuesday, March 21, 9:30 A.M. Class on Baptism. Lawson’s office
Wednesday, March 29, 7:30 P.M. Society Easter Class on the Lord’s appearance on the road to Emmaus. Location TBA
MEETINGS
Tuesday, March 7, 7:30 P.M. Pastor’s Council. At Schrocks’ 
Thursday, March 9, 7:30 P.M., Society Room SPECIAL SOCIETY MEETING: I have called a special meeting to decide whether the school addition should be attached to the current school or detached a short distance away. For further information, please see the letter that was mailed to you recently. – Pastor Lawson Smith

Thursday, March 16, 7:30 P.M. Training to protect children from predators. For the society’s adults. 
EVENTS

Sat., March 11, Turn clocks ahead 1 hour tonight.
Wednesday, March 22, Noon and 7:00 P.M.  5th and 6th grades play – Fantastic Mr. Fox. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our deepest condolences go out to Wellesley
Keal’s husband Ian and family. Wellesley departed this life on Sunday, February 26. Heaven’s eternal spring will allow her to garden to her dear heart’s content forever. We send love to all who wish she could have remained here a lot longer—Ian, the Keals, the Genzlingers, the Coles, and many other friends and family. Peace be to all.
High School Trip to Mitchellville/Washington DC (3/30-4/2): This is shaping up well. Fun activities have been planned, and things are continuing to fall into place. Currently, we are in search of two more chaperones—one man and one woman; a married couple would be great. In addition, any further donations to help defray the cost of the trip would be much appreciated. We are truly grateful for all the financial support we have received thus far (through our wreath sale and our concert) for our various adventures. These trips couldn’t happen without your help, so thank you! If you would like to come to DC with us as a chaperone or to make a donation, please feel free to contact me (dale.smith@kncs.org or 610-393-8607). 


                          








                                   Best, Dale
Adding to the List of KNCS Graduates Who Went into Health Care: Thain Schrock is a physical therapist. (Anyone else?)  
Too Many Potatoes in Our Garden. Nice. Like a cross between a Kennebec and a Yukon gold.  Don't know the name. Come dig yourself for eating or as seed potatoes. Please.  Heather and Chris Smith. 610-756-4050.
Small Kempton Cottage for Rent: Available April 1 or May 1.  Please call Curtis or Mary McQueen. 610-756-6604

Kempton Spring Sale at KCC happening Saturday, March 18.

From the
CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE

CHEWING GUM WHILE PEELING ONIONS

WILL KEEP YOU FROM CRYING. 

 (This public service announcement has been brought to you by your Contributions Committee.  Please consider donating to the uses of the Kempton New Church.)
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
It is not known what love truly conjugial is, and scarcely that there is any such love. It is different with those who are spiritual. With them the first state [of marriage] is the introduction to perpetual states of bliss, which increase in degree as the spiritual rational of the mind, and from this the sensual natural of the body of the one conjoin and unite themselves with those of the other. But these instances are rare.                     



Conjugial Love 59
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Carl and Patricia Odhner

on the 22nd - 45 years
John and Erika Walker
on the 26th - 33 years
*     *     *     *     *

A BIT MORE
Divine Attention to Detail

God posted only ambidextrous angels at the 

Door of heaven, so best they might

Welcome new arrivals with their right, 

While leaving free their left

To reach and comfort

Those bereft. 

          










– George T. Glebe
Every spring is the only spring — a perpetual astonishment.          – Ellis Peters
Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush.              – Doug Larson
It’s spring fever. That is what the name of it is. And when you’ve got it, you want — oh, you don’t quite know what it is you do want, but it just fairly makes your heart ache, you want it so! 

                                – Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer, Detective
They captured in their ramble all the mysteries and magics of a March evening. Very still and mild it was, wrapped in a great, white, brooding silence—a silence which was yet threaded through with many little

silvery sounds which you could hear if you hearkened as much with your soul as your ears. The girls wandered down a long pineland aisle that seemed to lead right out into the heart of a deep-red, overflowing winter sunset.
                                 – L.M. Montgomery, Anne of the Island
North Country Kites
When rivulets from melting snow erode dirt roads, small 


boys know the time is now…

To run in stubble fields and catch March winds to fly a 
kite. 

Abandon fear for fun and dare to run on rubber ice 
across the shallow thawing ponds. 

Small boys know a cedar rail is easy split.  A hasty 
frame is quickly made from pieces bent and bowed. 

Add binder twine, oilcloth for sail, and some for tail. 

The always new and re-invented kite!

Now take it where the air is clear, free from the poles, 
the wires, the trees, far from the clutter of town, 

Beyond the barn where winter-weary cattle huddle, 
warming in the windy sun. 

Go past the field where early spring stirs foals to romp 
and, twisting, kick the air. 

Pause to watch the startled woodchuck race across the 
mud and patchy snow. 

See where last night’s cottontail left muddy prints on 
stubborn drifts that linger, shaded in the fencerow 
brush. 

Now run and crunch the icy earth.  Hold fast taut 
twine against the wind.  

Hear the sail’s staccato snap against the straining bow. 

This joy has no end, as spring bonds boys with kites and 
wind, no end until…

Still warmer breezes blow, and boys will hear the call 
from streams and woods beyond the fields, the world 
of summer sun, of crawfish, frogs, and sticklebacks.
                                      – George T. Glebe
Daffodowndilly
She wore her yellow sun-bonnet,

She wore her greenest gown;

She turned to the south wind

And curtsied up and down.

She turned to the sunlight

And shook her yellow head,

And whispered to her neighbour:

"Winter is dead."

                                  – A.A. Milne
First a howling blizzard woke us,

Then the rain came down to soak us,

And now before the eye can focus —

Crocus. 


                  – Lilja Rogers
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