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BETROTHAL: A NEW CHURCH DOCTRINE
And I will betroth thee to Me for eternity; and I will betroth thee to Me in justice and in judgment, and in mercy and in compassions. 
Hosea 2:19
The reasons for betrothals are as follows:

1. That after them the two souls may mutually incline to each other. 

2. That the universal love to the sex may be determined in each to one of the sex.

3. That the interior affections may be mutually known, and by applications may be conjoined in the inward cheerfulness of love.

4. That the spirits of the two may enter into marriage and be more and more consociated.

5. That conjugial love may thus rightly progress from its first heat to its nuptial flame.

6. Consequently, that conjugial love may proceed from its spiritual origin in just order and may take increase. 

The state of betrothal may be likened to the state of spring before summer, and the internal amenities of that state to the blossoming of trees before fructification.… In the heavens also there are betrothals.            Conjugial Love 301
PASTOR’S NOTES 
Betrothal – a New Church Doctrine: We are taught that betrothals have been in use since ancient times. Engagement is a common social practice today. But in His second coming, the Lord teaches us the spiritual reasons for betrothal, as a necessary preparation for a true marriage. He gives us a new doctrine for the New Church, which is a renewal of a doctrine that we had forgotten.

The main point of betrothal before marriage is that “a marriage of the spirit [may] take place before the marriage of the body.” The spirit lives forever; the natural body is made to be recycled in due course. When there is a real meeting of hearts and minds, the marriage is spiritual, not merely natural.

For a true marriage of the spirit to take place, a couple must look to the Lord, individually and together. The Lord is the only One who can give us eternal life, and so He is the only One who can give a marriage eternal life. If we look to Him, He lifts us up above our selfish and worldly interests so that we can truly love one another forever.

It is so good for a couple to form strong bonds of love and friendship before getting married. They need to share hopes and plans for their life together, and reach a common understanding of the truths and values that will guide their life. Then when they enter into the full marriage, their marriage will not be merely a passion that flares up but soon dies down. Instead, their marriage will have a steady, growing life with a heart and soul—a living heat that grows stronger through all the changes of the couple’s spiritual weather. 

Even if our marriage did not begin in complete order, or even when we have had some serious issues in our marriage, the teachings about betrothal guide us in all areas of life. They teach us to start from spiritual principles in whatever we do, such as to act justly and faithfully in all our work and in all our relationships. These principles give meaning and life to all the otherwise mundane activities of natural existence. 
At every stage of marriage, we can seek a growing union of souls. Each day we can devote our love to the partner whom the Lord has given us. We can seek to understand the good things that motivate our partner’s heart and mind (CL 301:3-4). All these purposes of betrothal help us with the further development of conjugial love at every stage of married life. 

The Lord loves us so much that He gives us careful guidance about how to enter into a marriage that can grow and be fruitful forever. Through marriage, a husband and wife can draw closer to the Lord as well as to each other. Happy Valentine’s Day, all through the year!

Holy Supper will be offered on Sunday evening, February 26. The next holy supper service will be on the evening of Thursday, April 13, just before Good Friday and Easter. “The greatest power dwells in correspondences, because in them heaven and the world, or the spiritual and the natural, are together…. Therefore the sacraments have been instituted through correspondences, in which, therefore, there is Divine power” (Invitation to the New Church, no. 52).
A board meeting is scheduled for Feb. 7. On the docket is the first look at the budget for next year. We will hear about the state of progress toward building an addition. We will also approve some candidates for the Kempton New Church Home board. 
Thanks for all your help at the Work Party! We had a very good turnout and many good things were accomplished, including some deep cleaning, removal of a little wall in the religion room/Lamb’s Nest, replacement of lights and ballasts, and other necessary repairs. Imagine how much it would cost to hire people to do all this work! Imagine how much teamwork would be lost without this chance to work together! 
FEBRUARY WORSHIP

Sunday, February 5, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Anders Smith
Sunday, February 12, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service. Setup: Justin and Anndwyn Hendricks

10:00 A.M. Family Service. 


Usher/Setup: Luke Heiter
Sunday, February 19, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Dandridge Cole
Sunday, February 26, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Ariel Powell

7:00 P.M. Holy Supper Service.  

Usher/Setup: Ian Keal
Sunday, March 5, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Ted LaMastra

FEBRUARY CLASSES
Monday, February 6, 9:30 A.M. Moms’ Morning Class.  At the Buicks’
Tuesday, February 14, 7:15 P.M. Youth Group Conjugial Love Class. At the Evanses’ 

Tuesday, February 21, 9:30 A.M. Winter Study Class. Lawson’s office
FEBRUARY EVENTS

Tuesday, February 7, 8:30 A.M. Items for 11 care packages due at KNCS

11:00 A.M. June 19th meeting at Heather King’s 

7:30 P.M. Board Meeting in the library
Friday, February 10, 7:30-11:30 P.M. Shop Night at Roger Schrock’s 
Saturday, February 11, 7:00 P.M. Winter Concert hosted by Grades 7-12. Society Room
Sunday, February 12, Box Tops for Education due  

Monday, February 20, President Day. NO SCHOOL unless we need a snow make-up day
Tuesday, February 21, 1:30 P.M. A brief Celebration of America program (songs and poems) presented by grades K-8 following their student-only Patriotic Banquet. 
Wednesday, February 22, 7th and 8th grades play – JUST SO STORIES. ((). Evening performance at 7:00 P.M. Time of A.M. performance TBA.
Friday, February 24, KNCS Winter Break starts after school lets out. Classes begin again on Monday, March 6. 


Youth Group heads to Atlanta for its service trip. 
(Monday, February 27, 6:30-8:30 P.M. Free Lions Club Roller Skating. See below.)
From the
CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE
How are your resolutions going?

With affection,

Your Contributions Committee

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Society Has Been Blessed by the baptisms of George and Jan Cauffman, which took place in church on January 22. We thank them for inviting us to witness their declaration of faith. “May the Lord keep your going out and your coming in from now and even forevermore” (Psalm 121:8).   
THANK YOU
Dear Kempton Society, KNCS Alumni, and Other Friends,
Many sincere thanks for the send off from my 30 years of employment at KNCS. So much work went into a terrific, fun evening! It has been a joy to serve you all and to work with so many inspired and dedicated teachers and volunteers.

A special thank you to all the former students who wrote in and supported the evening and the generous gift. I loved teaching you all and am lucky to call many of you friends. I also want to thank the pastors and assistant pastors I’ve had the privilege to work for over the years.

I believe that KNCS has its best years ahead of it, and I hope you will all join me in continuing to support the school and its mission. 
Gratefully, 
Mark Wyncoll
Looking at the Life of “Our Wondrous Seer”: Thank you to the 7th and 8th grade students for delighting us last week with their interesting and well-presented speeches on Swedenborg. Among other things, they talked about his travels, child-hood, predictions, inventions, visits to false heavens and the people of the Silver Age, and his experience of what it is like to wake up in the Spiritual World after the death of the body. Thank you, also, to Leesa and Lizzie Cooper, who made cupcakes bearing Swedish flags to add to our celebration of Swedenborg’s 329th birthday (January 29). 
Winter Concert: 7:00 P.M. on Saturday, February 11, in the Society Room. Violinist Malachi Ahlert and his fellow musician, pianist Jason Braurer, will perform a variety of pieces to raise funds for the Grades 7-12 spring field trips. Donations will gladly be accepted, and there will be refreshments for sale.   

Pre-order your KNCS 2016-2017 YEARBOOK! It’s time!  Features all your favorite KNCS school children, K-12, and the ever dazzling KNCS faculty and staff. During February, the YB will be available for the pre-publication price of $12. Starting Saturday, March 4, the price increases to $22. Please pick up an order form at the school office, fill it out, and leave at the office by March 3. Do it now! The number of extra books will be limited and cost almost twice as much if not pre-ordered. Save dough! Do it!  Questions? Call Judy Synnestvedt at 610-756-4210. Form is electronically attached here as well.
June 19th Discussion: Please come! February 7 at 11:00 A.M. at my house.  At this meeting, we will go through the list to review/discuss the gifts and, of course, drink coffee and tea!  Preschoolers are welcome. Contact me with any questions (484-860-0973).  – Heather King 
KNCS Patriotic Banquet – Notice to Parents: On Tuesday, February 21, Grades K-8 children are invited to attend a Patriotic Banquet in the society room from 12:45-2:00 P.M. (Presidents Day is the day before.)  Lunch will be served and followed by a short Celebration of America program – songs and poems performed by the children.  Parents (and friends) are invited to come watch the program at 1:30 P.M. and take their children home afterward.  Please keep your eye out for a permission-type slip that will be sent home with the students. It will ask for a return of $3 a student or $5 a family.  Any questions or want to help?  I welcome calls or texts. Thanks – Heather King (484-860-0973)
Shop Night: Join us from 7:30-11:30 P.M. on Friday evening, February 10, for an evening of discussions political, religious and, of course, ridiculous.  Come help us solve the world’s problems. This is a non-smoking event. Please bring a beverage or snack to share – to 3732 Route 737.  Questions?  Please call Roger (474-390-1922)

Address Changes:  Would you like to make note of these? The Dandridge Coles now live at 79 W. Penn St. (P.O. Box 53), Lenhartsville, PA  19534, and the Ian Keals are at 8531 Kings Highway, Kempton, PA  19529.
NYC Trip: Want to see the view from the Empire State Building or explore Central Park? Get lost among the dinosaurs at the Natural History Museum or ride in a rickshaw down 5th Avenue? For a mere $35 you can travel to the Big Apple with the Grades 7-12 students on a chartered bus that will depart the church parking lot on March 20 at 7:00 A.M. and leave NYC at 3:30 P.M. to return home.  Feel free to contact me with questions (484- 256-7527 or knjunge@gmail.com).  Thanks for thinking about traveling with us; your purchase of a ticket would help make this trip more affordable for the students. 
                                             – Katrin Jungé  
FREE Entrance to the Fantasy [Roller] Skating Center in Reading (500 George St.). Monday, February 27. 6:30-8:00 P.M.  Sponsored by Kempton
Lions Club. You pay for skate rental. Tickets available at the school from Mrs. Kerr. 
Coming Up at Kempton Community Center:    2nd Annual Winter Frolic (Dinner and Dance) on Saturday evening, February 11. Benefits youth baseball program. For details, go to www.kemptoncommunitycenter.org. The Spring Sale is slated for March 18. 
Repeat Notice

Card-Making Class: I am hosting a card-making class on Friday, February 10, at 7 P.M. at my house (9353 Red Road, Kempton). Cost is $15. Includes all supplies for four cards and snacks. Call or text me at 484-764-6916 if you're interested in signing up.  Thanks – Katrina Long
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
There is love truly conjugial, which is so rare at the present day that its quality is not known, and scarcely that it exists. That there is such conjugial love… may indeed be acknowledged from the first state of love, when it is insinuating itself and entering into the heart of a young man and a maiden; that is, with those who are beginning to love one only of the sex and to desire her for a bride; and still more during the time of betrothal, while it continues and progresses to the wedding; and finally at the wedding, and during the first days that follow it.   


      

                                Conjugial Love 58
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Legend and Anna Brown 

on the 2nd – 4 years

Cornell and Jackie Creciun
on the 15th - 42 years
Gideon and Loretta Alden
on the 22nd - 36 years
Michael and Karen Heiter
on the 26th - 34 years
Ted and Kelly LaMastra

on the 26th - 19 years

*     *     *     *     *

A BIT MORE
♥  Lavender’s Blue  ♥
Lavender’s blue, dilly dilly,
Lavender’s green
When you are king, dilly dilly,
I shall be queen

Who told you so, dilly dilly,
Who told you so?
‘Twas my own heart, dilly dilly,
That told me so.
♥  The Owl and the Pussy-Cat ♥ 
   [not exactly C.L., but still fun ]
The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea 

   In a beautiful pea-green boat, 

They took some honey, and plenty of money, 

   Wrapped up in a five-pound note. 

The Owl looked up to the stars above, 

   And sang to a small guitar, 

“O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love, 

    What a beautiful Pussy you are, 

         You are, 

         You are! 

What a beautiful Pussy you are!”  

Pussy said to the Owl, “You elegant fowl! 

   How charmingly sweet you sing! 

O let us be married! too long we have tarried: 

   But what shall we do for a ring?” 

They sailed away, for a year and a day, 

   To the land where the Bong-Tree grows 

And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood 

   With a ring at the end of his nose, 

             His nose, 

             His nose, 

   With a ring at the end of his nose. 

“Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling 

   Your ring?” Said the Piggy, “I will.” 

So they took it away, and were married next day 

   By the Turkey who lives on the hill. 

They dined on mince, and slices of quince, 

   Which they ate with a runcible spoon; 

And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand, 

   They danced by the light of the moon, 

             The moon, 

             The moon, 

They danced by the light of the moon.

                                                    – Edward Lear

♥  Love They Say is Like a Rose  ♥

Love they say is like a rose,

A fraudulent deception!

A rose blooms only when it’s warm, 

Or that’s been my conception. 

Its braggart blooms fall in festoons

To warm the hearts of many, 

But autumn chills and winter kills

And then there just aren’t any. 

So mimic not this gaudy fraud, 

Send down your roots much deeper. 

Ape more the lowly turnip’s role – 

A better winter keeper. 

                            – George T. Glebe















When Skies Are Low and Days Are Dark

When skies are low

and days are dark,

and frost bites

like a hungry shark,

when mufflers muffle

ears and nose,

and puffy sparrows

huddle close -

how nice to know

that February

is something purely

temporary.

      – N. M. Bodecker
Innocence

It is the odd little day 


that slips in with mistaken warmth


that gets the ground gushy so your feet turn 






 





     destructive. 

The way you have tread all winter isn’t good enough. 

The ground that was impregnable turns impressionable,


and if you don’t begin to value sweet fields, 


value and protect them, 

You’ll do more damage in an hour than nine winter 
 



months. 


So go around not across for several days. 

The warmth will build its own strength shortly. 

· Janna King

Lincoln

Would I might rouse the Lincoln in you all, 
That which is gendered in the wilderness 
From lonely prairies and God’s tenderness. 
Imperial soul, star of a weedy stream, 
Born where the ghosts of buffaloes still dream, 
Whose spirit hoof-beats storm above his grave, 
Above that breast of earth and prairie-fire— 
Fire that freed the slave. 
                                              – Vachel Lindsay
The Onset
Always the same, when on a fated night
At last the gathered snow lets down as white
As may be in dark woods, and with a song
It shall not make again all winter long
Of hissing on the yet uncovered ground,
I almost stumble looking up and round,
As one who overtaken by the end
Gives up his errand, and lets death descend
Upon him where he is, with nothing done
To evil, no important triumph won,
More than if life had never been begun.

Yet all the precedent is on my side:
I know that winter death has never tried
The earth but it has failed: the snow may heap
In long storms an undrifted four feet deep
As measured against maple, birch and oak,
It cannot check the peeper's silver croak;
And I shall see the snow all go down hill
In water of a slender April rill
That flashes tail through last year's withered brake
And dead weeds, like a disappearing snake.
Nothing will be left white but here a birch,
And there a clump of houses with a church.



                                                         – Robert Frost

Winter will pass, the days will lengthen, the ice will melt in the pasture pond. The song sparrow will return and sing, the frogs will awake, the warm wind will blow again. All these sights and sounds and smells will be yours to enjoy, Wilbur—this lovely world, these precious days…


         – E.B. White, Charlotte's Web 
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