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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Happy is the man

Who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,

And in the way of sinners stands not,

And in the seat of the scornful sits not.

But in the law of Jehovah is his delight;

And in His law he meditates day and night.

And he shall be as a tree 
Planted by rivers of waters,

That gives its fruit in its time,

And its leaf does not fade;

And all that he does shall prosper.
Psalm 1:1-3
Heaven in itself is so full of delights that, viewed in itself, it is nothing else than blessedness and delight; for the Divine Good proceeding from the Lord’s Divine Love is what makes heaven in general and in particular with everyone there, and the Divine Love is a longing for the salvation of all and the happiness of all from inmosts and in fullness. Thus whether you say heaven or heavenly joy it is the same thing.
Heaven and Hell 397
PASTOR’S NOTES
Happy New Year! The very first word of the Book of Psalms is “Happy.” This is because the Lord’s purpose in creating mankind and in giving us His Word is that we may be happy—happier and happier forever. 

How can we be happy? The first step is not to walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand on the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful. The first ingredient in happiness is not to do or meditate evil. 
The second step is to meditate in the Lord’s law in good times and bad, day and night. When we delight in the Word, we are like a tree planted by rivers of waters. The Word strengthens us not to do evil and teaches us how to do good.
Then, when we are fleeing from evils and being

guided by the Word, the Lord makes us like trees giving fruit in its time. “Everyone has happiness from the performance of use in his own function” (CL 6). 

The Lord always looks to our eternal happiness, not just temporary happiness in this world. Sometimes He must allow things to happen which seem unhappy. But if we trust in the Lord, we will “know that for those who trust in the Divine all things advance toward a happy state to eternity, and that whatever befalls them in time is still contributing to it” (AC 8478:3). 
Happy New Year, not for time alone but to eternity!

Holy Supper will be offered on New Year’s Day in the morning. Let’s begin the new year thinking of the Lord and His promise of eternal happiness, and how we can do our part to prepare. 

Thank you to all the tableaux helpers, from planning to take down and all in between! You have given generously of your time at a busy time of year, in rehearsals, practicing, ironing, and setting up and taking down; you have given a great Christmas present to the society. 
Thank you to the couple—and their helpers—who decorated the church for Christmas.  Their results, as with the tableaux, were also beautiful and moving, yet another wonderful Christmas present to the society. 
Work Party on Saturday morning, January 27: Save the church a chunk of change and visit with friends who love the church and school. Help give our facilities a fresh start to the New Year! 
The Winter Study this year is on our worship services and how they relate to our daily lives. Booklets and CD’s are available at church. You can download text and audio files from http://www.kemptonnewchurch.org/StudyGroups/index.php.  Please call Lawson or Carla if you have organized a group, or if you’d like help finding a group to join.  

Please note the changes in Sunday School locations, starting this Sunday: From January through March, the boys and girls will be taught separately. Boys in first through third grades will be in the end room. Boys in fourth through sixth grades will be in the fifth and sixth grade room (Miss Riley’s). Girls in first through sixth grades will be upstairs in the seventh and eighth grade room (Miss Katrin’s). A notice of these changes is posted on the bulletin board by the church office. 
JANUARY WORSHIP

Sunday, January 1, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service with Holy Supper. 


Usher/Setup: Bengt Boyesen

Sunday, January 8, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service. Setup: Matt and Sheila Heiter


10:00 A.M. Family Service. 


Usher/Setup: Dan Brown

Sunday, January 15, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Dale Smith

Sunday, January 22, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Mike Heiter
Sunday, January 29, 10:00 A.M. Family Service.


Usher/Setup: Steve Hendricks
JANUARY CLASSES
Sunday, January 1: Seven-week Winter Study on Worship begins this week for those groups ready to start. 

Tuesday, January 10, 9:30 A.M. Winter Study Class on Worship. Lawson’s office
Monday, January 9, 9:30 A.M. Moms’ Morning Class.  At Karla Buick’s - 8560 Kistler Valley Rd., New Tripoli, PA  18066
Monday, January 23, 7:15 P.M. Youth Group Conjugial Love Class. At Buicks’
JANUARY EVENTS

Friday, January 13, End of KNCS 1st Semester

Monday, January 16, MLK, Jr. Day. NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, January 17, Start of KNCS 2nd Semester
Saturday, January 21, 7:00 P.M. Adult celebration of Mark Wyncoll’s 30 years at KNCS. Potluck dessert and hors d’oeuvres. Bring wine too, if you like. 
Saturday, January 27, 8:30-1l:00 A.M.  Annual Party of Work (as the Boss would say) at the church and school.  
From the
CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE
At this time of year, many of us make New Year's resolutions.  They say that people who make explicit resolutions are ten times more likely to attain their goals than those who do not. Please consider making regular contributions to our church one of your resolutions this year. We think it will make you feel good.  Happy New Year to All. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Still to Come in December: NEW YEAR’S EVE! Potluck DESSERT (6-7 P.M.) and POETRY (7-8 P.M. or so). Come read, recite, or just listen. If you'd prefer to bring a board game to play in the library, please feel free to do so. Youngsters' and adults’ participation both welcome. 
Heartfelt Thanks to Sue Robertson! In recent years she spent regular time at the KNCS library check-out desk and is now withdrawing from this particular way of serving the community. We can only say that teachers and students alike will miss her warm and cheerful sphere. Thank you, Sue, for all you brought to KNCS.
Congratulations to Arial Higgins, who graduated in December from Bloomsburg University. She received a BA with a major in Psychology and a minor in Art.
Congratulations to Nyssa Hughes, who graduated from Towson University just before Christmas. She received a BS in Business Administration with a concentration in Marketing.
Society Mail Boxes will be taken down soon. A great many of them still contain mail, so please give yours a look. Thank you.
A Calendar Heads-up to KNCS Parents: IOWAs will be administered to Grades 3-8 from Tuesday, April 19 through Monday, May 1. It would be convenient for the school if you could avoid taking your children out of classes during that period. Thanks.
ADVERTISEMENTS

Free:  Two old, tube, color TVs (9" and 13").  Call Christopher or Heather Smith (610-756-4050).
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
After these and many like sentiments had been expressed, the [angel] wife appeared through the crystal partition and said to her husband, “Speak, if you please.” And when he spoke, the life of wisdom from his wife was perceived in his speech; for her love was in the tone of his voice. Thus, experience bore witness to the truth.                                           Conjugial Love 56:5
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Eugene and Andri Muth

on the 2nd – 52 years
Ned and Neva Asplundh

on the 4th – 43 years 
Steve and Janis King

on the 20th – 44 years

*     *    *    *    *    *    *
A BIT MORE
There is too much said at the New Year’s about turning over a new leaf.  Are the old leaves all so badly written that we must hasten to forget them? Is the blank whiteness of the untouched page more pleasant to the eye or more fortifying to the will than those closely written, underlined, untidy, but familiar pages which make up the story of one’s life?
           – Bliss Perry, The Atlantic Monthly, January 1907

These marvels were great and comfortable ones, but in the old England there was a greater still. The weather behaved itself. In the spring all the little flowers came out obediently in the meads, and the dew sparkled, and the birds sang; in the summer it was beautifully hot for no less than four months, and, if it did rain just enough for agricultural purposes, they managed to arrange it so that it rained while you were in bed; in the autumn the leaves flamed and rattled before the west winds, tempering their sad adieu with glory; and in the winter, which was confined by statute to two months, the snow lay evenly, three feet thick, but never turned into slush.
                               – T.H. White, The Sword in the Stone
Winter is not a season, it's an occupation.                                       




               – Sinclair Lewis
Winter Inside 
Winter is cold.

Winter is ice.

But winter inside

Is cozy and nice.
Winter is snow.

Winter is sleet.

But winter inside

Is fireplace feet.

Winter is bitter.

Winter is biting.

But winter inside

Is very inviting.


                             – Douglas Florian

Clouded with Snow
The cold winds blow, 

And shrill on leafless bough

The robin with its burning breast

Alone sings now. 

The rayless sun, 

Day’s journey done, 

Sheds its last ebbing light

On fields in leagues of beauty spread

Unearthly white.

Thick draws the dark,

And spark by spark, 

The frost fires kindle, and soon

Over that sea of frozen foam

Floats the white moon.

                                                           – Walter de la Mare

First Sight

Lambs that learn to walk in snow

When their bleating clouds the air

Meet a vast unwelcome, know

Nothing but a sunless glare.

Newly stumbling to and fro

All they find, outside the fold,

Is a wretched width of cold.

As they wait beside the ewe,

Her fleeces wetly caked, there lies

Hidden round them, waiting too,

Earth's immeasureable surprise.

They could not grasp it if they knew,

What so soon will wake and grow

Utterly unlike the snow.




– Philip Larkin

Like Snow

Suppose we did our work

like the snow, quietly, quietly.

leaving nothing out.




               – Wendell Berry
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