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GOOD SHEPHERDS

And now, O priests, this commandment is for you…. My covenant was with Levi, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him for the fear with which he feared Me and was dismayed before My name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips; he walked with Me in peace and equity, and turned many away from iniquity. For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies.   
Malachi 2:1, 5-7
And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every infirmity in the people. And seeing the crowds, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were faint and scattered abroad, like sheep not having a shepherd. Then He says to His disciples, “The harvest indeed is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into His harvest.” 


          Matthew 9:35-38
With respect to priests, they ought to teach men the way to heaven, and also to lead them; they ought to teach them according to the doctrine of their church from the Word, and to lead them to live according to it. Priests who teach truths, and thereby lead to the good of life, and so to the Lord, are good shepherds of the sheep; but they who teach and do not lead to the good of life, and so to the Lord, are evil shepherds.                             Heavenly Doctrine 315
FROM THE PASTOR
Good Shepherds: We are in the midst of studying how to be good parents. Good parents are good shepherds to their children. The teachings above apply specifically to priests, but in a broader sense they apply to all of us, especially to fathers. Fathers can be messengers for the Lord to their children, helping them learn and understand the Lord’s law. We can all be laborers in the Lord’s harvest, to gather people into heaven, by sharing what we have learned and encouraging each other. The goal for all of us must be the good of life, by which we come to the Lord. 

In February I will do a pastoral development review with Andy and Pearse. In March Bishop Brian Keith will be doing one with me. The goal is to help us identify ways we can do the work we love more faithfully and effectively. 

You can help. There is a document with some passages on the uses of the priesthood, then a list of responsibilities in Kempton, and at the end some questions: 

What uses are being well served? What uses are not so well served? Do you have suggestions for how we could improve any of these uses?
We would be grateful to have your perspectives, including critical ones. You can offer your comments in person, on the phone, by letter or email. You can speak directly to any of the pastors or you can offer your thoughts via pastor’s council. The members of pastor’s council are listed on the back of the phone list, and they are: Aaron & Anna Asplundh, Matt & Sheila Heiter, Chris and Tabitha Judson, Ian & Wellesley Keal, Tom & Carla Kerr.

The pastors would like to help you be good shepherds to the flocks under your care: your children and your friends, your colleagues at work, and the flocks of good affections and thoughts within yourself. Please help us help you better! 

Holy Supper will be offered at the evening service on February 12. “The holy supper was instituted by the Lord so that by it there may be conjunction of the Church with heaven, and thus with the Lord. For this reason it is the holiest act of worship.” NJHD 210

Work Party on Feb. 4: Please come help clean and fix up the church and school. We all really need each other’s help. Many hands make light work and more fun. 

The Board meeting on Feb. 8 will be our first look at a budget for next year. We will aim to keep you informed.

The pastor’s council meeting on Feb. 28 will focus on the development of each of our assistant pastors. That’s the deadline for your advice to the pastors in this review.

Islam is the topic of a presentation by Dr. Greg Rose at the feast of charity on Feb. 24. Because it’s a big topic and of great interest, we will begin at 6:00 p.m. sharp instead of the usual 7:10-7:15. We will have dinner, then the first part of the presentation, on doctrines, beliefs, and practices. Then we’ll have dessert, and then the second part of the presentation, on Islamism and jihadism. We will aim to wrap up by 9:00 p.m. so that Dr. Rose can return to Bryn Athyn at a reasonable time. Readings from the Doctrine on Mohammedanism (the term the Doctrine uses for Islam) will be available ahead of time.

WORSHIP 

Sunday, February 5th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Brandon Jungé 
Sunday, February 12th, 9:00 a.m. Younger Child’s Service.  Setup: Val and Tiffany
10:00 A.M. Family Service. Setup: Dandridge Cole
7:30 P.M. Holy Supper Service. Setup: Roy Odhner

Sunday, February 19th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Gideon Alden
Sunday, February 26th, 10.00 a.m. Family Service. Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt
CLASSES
Growing Up classes continue at Mary Griffin’s on Thursday Feb. 9 and Mon., Feb. 27. 

Other Growing Up classes will meet at various times and locations.  Please check with your host or leader if you have any questions.
Monday, February 6th, 7:00 P.M. Conjugial Love class for high school students
Monday, February 20h, 7:00 P.M. High School Conjugial Love class 

Wednesday, February 22nd, 10:00 A.M. Morning Class at Heather King’s. Affections, thoughts and feelings
Friday, February 24th, 6:00 P.M. Feast of Charity 7:00 P.M. Presentation on Islam by Dr. Greg Rose. (Please note the earlier time.)
MEETINGS

Wednesday, February 8th, 7:30 P.M. Board Meeting

Tuesday, February 28th, 7:30 P.M. Pastor’s Council Meeting
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

“The outward delights of a paradise,” [the angel] said, “are only delights of the physical senses, while the inward delights of a paradise are delights of the affections of the soul.  Unless the inward delights are in the outward, there is no heavenly life, because the soul is not in them, and every delight without its corresponding soul at once grows weak and dull, wearying the mind more than labor. 

“Delight of the soul is from love and wisdom from the Lord… This delight flows from the Lord into the soul, and descends through the higher and lower degrees of the mind into all the senses of the body, and there comes to fullness. Hence joy becomes joy and becomes eternal from the Eternal from whom it is.”


     Conjugial Love 8:4-5

Congratulations and Best Wishes to:

Hercules and Barbara Karas

on the 3rd  – 33 years

(Cornell) and Jackie Creciun

on the 15th  – 37 years

Gideon and Loretta Alden

on the 22nd  – 31 years 

Michael and Karen Heiter
on the 26th  – 29 years

Ted and Kelly LaMastra
on the 26th  – 14 years

*  *  *  *  *  *

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Feast of Charity on February 24th at 6:00 p.m. (Please note the change of starting time). Come one, come all! Please join us for an evening of hearty winter fare and a stimulating presentation by Dr. Greg Rose about Islam. For this evening’s natural food, your chefs will present the following:

Soupe: Onion soup with Gruyere cheese and crouton garnish.

Salade: Mixed Greens with something else extraordinary 

Entrée: Boeuf Braisé aux Carrots (beef stew with carrots, served with mashed potatoes) 

Side: Green Vegetable medley, served chilled with lite vinaigrette 

Dessert: Cranberry & Apple Cake

Congratulations and Best Wishes to Kerry and Sabrina Wenrich on the birth of their son, Aaron Levi, born on January 4th, weighing 8 pounds, 6 oz.

Care Packages: On Thursday, February 2nd the students will be filling the boxes for our away students. Please bring your contributions anytime before 8:30 a.m.  If you are going to Bryn Athyn soon afterward and are able to drop them off at the dorms, we would appreciate it.

Memorial Service for Bryan Scott Genzlinger on Saturday, February 4th at 11:00 A.M. at the Bryn Athyn Cathedral.  Reception is private.
Shop Night: Friday, February 17th, 7:30 – 11:30 P.M. Please bring a snack or beverage to share. – Roger Schrock 

Box Tops for Education: General Mills sent KNCS a check for $25.00 for our fall submission. Special thanks to those who sent in all those box tops in December. Our last submission for this school year will be sent in February 21st. Please get your box tops to me, or in the container in the supply room by February 19th. FYI, all box tops with an expiration date ending in /12 MUST be sent in with this batch. Thanks. – Margaret Heinrichs

New Address coming up: Keith and Jo Pendleton  

1026 Moonbeam Rd., Hudson, WI 54016 

Three Cups of Tea: If you’d like to borrow this audio book on CD’s, just ask. I recommend it. – Lawson Smith

The Kempton New Church website—www.kemptonnewchurch.org—has all the church services from the beginning of December 2011 through Sunday, January 15, 2012. The same recorded services are also available on the New Church Audio website as well. The link for this website is www.newchurchaudio.org.

New Church Young Singles Weekend: A group of New Church young singles have been talking online and have come the conclusion that  it's about time we come together to do something fun. This March 9-11 we will be coming together for a weekend of play in the snow, mental stimulation, good conversation, delicious food and spiritual inspiration. Hope you will join us!

Place: The Glenns’ Cabin at Lake Wallenpaupack, hosted by the Glenns
Time: Arrival between 5:30-6:30 Friday, March 9; Depart 1:00-2:00 Sunday, March 11
Cost: $40
Food: Dietary Options Available
Contact Ron Schnarr for info on rides from Bryn Athyn and other info at ronschnarr@yahoo.com, or visit our webpage at http://ncbv.org/get-involved/ new-church-young-singles-weekend
Swedenborg Colloquium on Spiritual Practice, March 31, 2012. – Doris Odhner Delaney

Theta Alpha International 2012 Dues Reminder: To renew your membership, send $15.00 to P.O. Box 154, Bryn Athyn, PA, 19009 OR go to www.newchurch.org/ materials / publications/theta-alpha-journal/index.html and click the “Pay Dues” button to pay electronically. Donations are also welcome. 
Poetry Time:
So much depends

upon

a red wheel

barrow

glazed with rain

water 

beside the white

chickens.                                  -William Carlos Williams

 

Poetry is a strange thing.  You know what isn’t strange?...The fact that so much depends upon your contributions to the Kempton New Church.  Please consider giving.

The Contribution Committee

INTERVIEW with Doug Robertson                      by Matthew King
      On the 8th of September, at 6:00 in the evening, I went to interview Mr. Doug Robertson at his house on Mountain Road in Kempton, Pennsylvania. He had just returned from work for the day. It was a very rainy day, and most of the creeks were overflowing. In fact, this interview was almost canceled because his wife thought he might be busy with the fire company because of the major flooding in the area. Here is what I learned about Mr. Robertson.   

      Mr. Robertson was born in New Rochelle, New York on the 23rd of August, 1955. Even though he was born in New York, Mr. Robertson has lived all his life in Pennsylvania and says that he could not think of living any other place. He has two younger brothers named John and Jim. He is two years older than John and four years older than Jim. When he was little he remembers lots of people coming to his house to trap hawks. They did not trap the hawks at his house, but used it as their base location. Mr. Robertson said that there were so many people visiting that it felt like a hotel sometimes. 

     Mr. Robertson went to school in the Kutztown school district. He went to Albany Elementary School, Kutztown Junior High School, and Kutztown High School.  He said that he missed attending the one room school house by just four years. He graduated high school in 1974. He also completed one term at The Academy of the New Church College (which is now known as Bryn Athyn College of the New Church) where he spent a lot of time helping to build the ice rink.   

     At age eight, Mr. Robertson helped move hay at various farms in the area, and helped manage a farm from sixteen to nineteen years old. He worked for Mr. Eyvind Boyesen for two years.  He also worked for a general contractor for four years. Mr. Robertson now runs his own excavation company called Robertson Enterprises. This means that he does driveway installations, cellar holes, sewage and drainage systems, pond installations, general maintenance, rock retaining walls, hauling, and spreading gravel. His first “excavation” was when he was two years old. His parents were building a pond at his house, where many people still like to swim each summer. He employs Mr. Rich Evans full time and Mr. Dan Batz part time. Mr. Robertson really enjoys his job. He especially likes the artistic nature of his job. When it is really snowy outside in the winter, he comes and plows the school and many other people’s driveways.

     To provide the services that he does, Mr. Robertson owns different equipment. Here are some of them: Mr. Robertson has two all wheel drive pickup trucks, both of which are equipped with large plows for snow clearing. He also owns an excavator for digging foundations and holes, a tracked loader for loading large amounts of materials such as dirt and gravel, a tracked dozer for grading and contouring earth, a rubber tired back hoe loader for loading lighter and smaller materials, one single rear axle and two multi-axle dump trucks, and two twenty ton trailers, which can be pulled by the dump trucks to transport heavy equipment.        

     Mr. Robertson has been a member of the Kempton Volunteer Fire Company since 1984. His favorite part of being a volunteer fireman is helping with the heavy overhaul: tearing down buildings during or after the fire. He also likes helping people who really need help. His least favorite part of being a volunteer fireman is cleaning up the equipment after a call.

     Mr. Robertson likes reading, tinkering, welding, and fabrication. His favorite book is Divine Providence, and his favorite food to eat is steak. Mr. Robertson had a dog named Duncan who died this summer and now owns a dog named Fawksie. For vacation, he goes to Lake Wallenpaupack with his wife. He said that he has liked every place that he has been to.  

    In 1975, Mr. Robertson joined the New Church. In 1992, he met his wife, Zanna Alden (whom you can find helping in the first and second grade classroom each week) at church. He married her in November, 1993. 

     Mr. Robertson’s favorite New Church passage is Conjugial Love 180. He likes it because it reveals a neat connection between two people and the Lord. “That the states of this love are innocence, peace, tranquility, inmost friendship, full confidence, and a mutual desire of mind and heart to do each other every good; and from all these come blessedness, happiness, joy, pleasure, and from their eternal fruition, heavenly felicity.” 

     Mr. Robertson is a great person. I really appreciate how he contributes to our community. I enjoyed interviewing him and I hope that you enjoyed learning about him.

