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A NEW BEGINNING

Give us this day our daily bread. 
Matthew 6:11; Luke 11:3

I say to you that there will be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, more than over ninety-nine just people who have no need of repentance.                                                Luke 15:7
Every smallest moment of man’s life involves a series of consequences extending to eternity, each moment being as a new beginning to those which follow…. And as the Lord foresaw from eternity what would be a man’s quality, and what it would be to eternity, it is evident that His providence is in the most singular details, and… governs and bends the man to such a quality, and this by a continual moderating of his freedom. 
Arcana Caelestia 3854:3
FROM THE PASTOR
A New Beginning: It is a wonderful thing that the Lord is always overseeing the smallest details of our lives. He is always making a new beginning for us. ”From his early infancy to the last of his life in the world and thereafter to eternity, the man who is in good is being born again every moment, not only as to interiors, but also as to exteriors, and this by amazing processes” (AC 5202:4).   

The Lord is the only One who makes all things new. He is represented by the manna, which was given new every morning. “And because it signified the Lord’s Divine Human, it signified heavenly food, which is nothing else than love and charity together with the goods and truths of faith. This food is given by the Lord in the heavens to the angels every moment, and thus perpetually and to eternity” (AC 2838:4). 
We can feel pretty discouraged with ourselves, maybe especially at this time of year. But the Lord came into the world to preach the good news that the kingdom of the heavens is near, and we can repent. 
Every day the Lord provides opportunities to do better. If you lost your temper with a child yesterday, or if you were driving impatiently, or if you cut some corners at work, the Lord offers the light to reflect and the will to do better today. In this way He feeds us with the bread of heaven, which is love for what is good and true, and charity toward the neighbor. In this way “…the Lord takes… care of a man, and this continually from the first thread of his life to the last of it, and afterward to eternity” (AC 5992:3).   
Happy New Year! 
Holy Supper will be offered on January 1st. It is a wonderful way to begin the new year. “The Word establishes plainly that repentance is the first of the church” (TCR 510:2). “In order that everyone in the work of repentance might look to the Lord alone, He instituted the holy supper, which confirms the remission of sins for those who repent” (DP 122).
Winter Study Groups: If you are not part of a group and would like to be, please call Emily or Lawson and we will help you find or form a group. Booklets and CD’s are on the counter and in the Society Room on Sundays, whether or not you join a group. The written text and audio MP3’s will soon be available for download at KemptonNewChurch. org. 
If you don’t have time to read all the passages, there are booklets with “shadow” (reverse highlighting) to guide busy people to what may be the most applicable readings. Let’s think together about how to raise children with and for the Lord, and reflect on the wonderful ways the Lord’s Providence was preparing us for heaven through our own childhood.

Thank You! Thank you to Kerry Smith and Roxanne Genzlinger and the whole team of people who made the tableaux so beautiful this year. Thanks to Roy Odhner and Emmanuel Alden for setting up and operating the lights. Thank you also to the musicians who sang and played, and thank you to Tamar Cole and Denise Hendricks for playing for our services all year, and to Janis King and Kate Pitcairn for supplying the special music. Thank you as well to the other people who serve our congregation in big and small ways throughout the year, such as Sunday School teachers, New Church Day gift makers, cooks for feasts of charity, Autumn Weekends volunteers, trustees, our treasurers, the investment committee, cleaners, setup people, volunteers in the school, and many others. 

Work Party: Speaking of thanks, please accept our thanks in advance for all the help you are going to give at the Work Party on Saturday, January 21st! Come any time from 8:30 to 11:00. You will help save the church a lot of money, and add to the camaraderie of people willing to give a morning to the church and school. For skilled workers, Dan Brown has a number of useful projects. Help give the church and school a clean, fresh start to the new year! 
WORSHIP 

Sunday, January 1st, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service with Holy Supper. Setup: Roger Schrock
Sunday, January 8th, 9:00 a.m. Younger Child’s Service.  Setup: Cade and Caelwen
10:00 A.M. Family Service. Setup: Dan Brown
Sunday, January 15th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service Service. Setup: Gordon McQueen
Saturday, January 22nd, 10.00 A.M.  Family Service. Setup: Penn Cooper
Sunday, January 29th, 10.00 a.m. Family Service. Setup: Steve King
CLASSES
Wednesday, January 4th, 7:00 P.M. Gospel of Mark Class at Roger and Kathy Schrock’s
Winter Study Groups will be on the states of growing up. They will begin the week of January 9th at various homes and continue for six weeks. Please call Emily or Lawson if you’d like to join a group.
Monday, January 2nd and 30th, 10:00 A.M. Growing Up Class at Mary Griffin’s

7:00 P.M. Conjugial Love class for high school students at Pearse and Taryn Frazier’s
Monday, January 9th, 7:15 P.M. Growing Up Class at Jackie Creciun’s
Tuesday, January 10th, 7:30 P.M. Chris and Tabitha Judson’s  
Friday, January 13th, Feast of Charity 8:00 P.M. Doctrinal class
Monday, January 23rd, 7:00 P.M. High School Conjugial Love class
MEETINGS
Tuesday, January 31st, 7:30 p.m. Board of Trustees
SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Friday, January 20th, First semester ends

Monday, January 23rd, Semester Break 

Tuesday, January 24th, Second semester begins
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

"Latent in the affection of every angel’s will is a certain inner tendency which draws the mind to accomplish something.  By accomplishment the mind finds peace and satisfaction.  This satisfaction and peace produce a state of mind receptive of a love of useful service from the Lord.  From the reception of this love comes heavenly happiness.” 
     Conjugial Love 6:6
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Eugene and Andri Muth
on the 2nd – 47 years

Charles and Lisa Fish
on the 4th  – 11 years

Steve and Janis King
on the 20th – 39 years

*  *  *  *  *  *
INTERVIEW with Gael Coffin 
by Jacob Synnestvedt
     At 2 o’clock in the afternoon on Sunday the 11th of September I interviewed Mrs. Gael Coffin. It was a beautiful warm day after a long week of rain. I’ve been working with her for a while but this was a great opportunity to get to know her better and this is what I learned.

     Mrs. Coffin was born in 1937 in Bryn Athyn. She was the fifth of six kids, the youngest of whom is Heather Smith. She had a great childhood. She remembers one Christmas on which she got a metal chicken that laid marbles when she pushed down on its back. It was around this time she discovered her love of art, especially painting. This love eventually led to a job of selling paintings of horses to saddle shops, which took a lot of work. Other ways she expresses her love of art are gardening and quilting. She has made at least 25 quilts and there are probably more to come. She likes gardening very, very much because she loves being outside and having a yard for everyone to enjoy.

     In addition to selling paintings she moved to Washington D.C. in 1958 and there she enjoyed 13 years working as a secretary at a law firm. Though the man she worked under was rather difficult she feels that she was the right person for the job because she communicates well with people. While working there she had quite a few funny experiences and some not so fun ones. One of her favorite stories was when her boss freaked out at her and yelled for about ten minutes in a hallway where everyone could hear. Afterwards he sent her an email apologizing and sent her flowers but she told him he had to go yell his apology out into the same hall, which he was way too embarrassed to do. Instead he wrote out his apology and stuck it to the door of his office for anyone to read, which was enough. It was in 1963 while still at this job that she met her husband Philip Coffin and they were married within the year. Her four children are all adults now and she has nine grandchildren. 

     Mrs. Coffin’s first car was a little Honda Accord that she got sometime in the mid ’70’s because up until then she could simply ride the bus wherever she needed to go. She graduated at Bryn Athyn College with an Associate of Arts. Her favorite subject was history, because it’s nice to know about our ancestry and we can look back and see God’s hand in the affairs of man. An example of this for her is the rise and fall of empires: “wherever one falls a better one rises up to take its place.” 

     In June of 2004 Mrs. Coffin moved from her home in Mitchellville, Maryland to our very own town of Kempton to be closer to her kids. She loves everything about it here but especially the view and the people.  The New Church teaching she likes most is that our job is to shun all evils within us and the Lord will replace them with good. 

      Mrs. Coffin’s two favorite vacation spots are a house on the shore of Long Beach Island and a little cabin in West Virginia. Her only pet is a big, black and fluffy cat named Smoky.

      When asked her favorite food she responded simply, “anything I don’t have to cook.” She doesn’t enjoy cooking for herself but she does like to make food for other people. Mrs. Coffin enjoys listening to almost any music but especially classics such as Mozart and Bach. One problem Gael runs into sometimes is the fact that she looks quite a lot like her sister. She likes telling one story about this time a little girl came up to her. Then, because Heather owns horses this girl just starts talking on and on about them. After a couple minutes Mrs. Coffin realized that this girl had no clue that she was talking to the completely wrong person the whole time.

     I really enjoyed learning more about Mrs. Coffin. She is a wonderful person and you should stop in and check out her beautiful gardens and pond. Hopefully you liked having a chance to get to know her better.     

FEBRUARY  EVENTS

February 20th, President’s Day (potential snow day make up)
