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STAR AND SCEPTER
I shall see Him, but not now; I shall behold Him, but not near; there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and shall strike the corners of Moab, and destroy all the sons of Sheth.           Numbers 24:17

Because a staff represented the power of truth, that is, the power of good through truth, therefore kings had scepters, which were made like short staffs; for by kings the Lord is represented as to truth, the Divine truth being the royalty itself…. The scepter signifies the power belonging to them, not by dignity, but by the truth which should rule, and no other truth than that which is from good. Thus [a scepter means] principally the Divine truth, and with Christians [it means] the Lord, from whom is all Divine truth.   Arcana Caelestia 4876:10
FROM THE PASTOR
Star and Scepter: In this prophecy of the coming of the Lord, the star and scepter go together, because each represents Divine truth, and thus the Lord Himself, who is the Source of truth. The star especially represents knowledge of the truth, which comes first, and then the scepter represents the power of that truth to rule our lives. Like a good king, the Lord’s truth brings just judgment, deliverance from spiritual enemies, and thus peace.
The Doctrine says, “To be able to have the under-standing enlightened is granted to man for the sake of reformation; for in man’s will every evil resides, both that into which he is born and that into which he introduces himself. And the will cannot be corrected unless man knows, and by the under-standing acknowledges, truths and goods, and also falsities and evils; in no other way can he turn away from the latter and love the former.” (Apocalypse Explained 140:7)

At the time when the Lord came into the world, the light of truth was nearly blotted out. There was darkness in the middle of the day when Jesus was crucified. And the chief priests said, “We have no king but Caesar!” (John 19:15) So the Lord came to restore the light of truth. He said, “If you continue in My Word, you are truly My disciples, and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). 
So we can see what a wonderful promise the Lord gave us in the prophecy that He would come as a Star and a Scepter. May the Lord God Jesus Christ reign!

Holy Supper will be offered on January 1st at the Sunday School Service. It is a wonderful way to begin the new year. “The Word establishes plainly that repentance is the first of the church.” “In order that everyone in the work of repentance might look to the Lord alone, He instituted the holy supper, which confirms the remission of sins for those who repent.” (TCR 510:2, DP 122)
The Christmas Class on Wednesday, December 14, will be on how some Christmas prophecies enlighten our picture of the Lord.

Christmas Day Service will be at 11:00 a.m. (not 10:00 a.m.). 
Winter Study Groups will be on the states of growing up: Please talk with friends and arrange groups to study together. Invite a minister if you wish. Please call me as soon as possible to let us know who is meeting at your house. If you are not a part of a group but would like to get together to study this winter, please call, and Emily and I will help you find or form a group. 

From Pastor’s Council discussions:

Ushering for holy supper: In January, there will be an usher for the holy supper. He will walk part way down the center aisle, quietly counting the people who may wish to take the holy supper. People closer to the chancel than the usher are encouraged to come forward at that time. People further back are encouraged to wait. The idea is to help avoid the awkwardness of people coming forward but not finding a place to kneel. We will try this through the year. We hope it will add to the peacefulness of the service.

Recitations: The pastors are gradually preparing recitations for a new worship book. If you would like to see and perhaps comment on the translations, we would be glad to have your input. Just ask for a copy of what we have so far. 

Announcements after church: Some people dislike the interruption and the time “wasted” on information already in print. But announcements are useful to newcomers, to non-readers, and to give a sense of the life of the society. Let us all try to keep them concise. It would be best to let the pastor know ahead of time if you have an announcement.
“Building” Committee: Some people suggested that “Facilities” Committee might be more appropriate, lest it seem that the committee is intent on building things. Although we have not (yet) formally changed the name, please be assured that the main focus is on serving the uses of the church, not on new construction, unless that would be useful and needed.
The main focus at present is finding a good place for handicapped access. This seems to be a growing need, and other decisions hinge on it. Seth King and John Walker have joined the committee—we thank them for their time. There will be a meeting after church this Sunday to look for a good place for handicapped parking and entrance. You are welcome to join us.

Pastoral Development: In March, Bishop Brian Keith will be coming to conduct a pastoral development review for me. I will be conducting a review for Andy and Pearse this year as well. We would like to focus on the uses and how they are being fulfilled. Based on a new form developed by the General Church, the pastors have put together a list of passages and uses of the priesthood to help the congregation provide input. We will especially be inviting your input in February, but if you would like a copy of the list of uses sooner, just ask. 
WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 4th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Cade Cole
Sunday, December 11th, 9:00 a.m. Younger Child’s Service with Marionette Tableaux.  Setup: Tim and Arian
10:00 A.M. Family Service. Setup: Curtis McQueen
Sunday, December 18th, 10:00 A.M. Adult Service. Setup: John Robertson 
4:30 P.M.  Christmas Tableaux. Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt
6:00 P.M.  Christmas Tableaux. Setup: Thos Powell   
Saturday, December 24th, 5:00 P.M.  Christmas Eve Service.  Setup: Doug Robertson
Sunday, December 25th, 11:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service. Setup: Gale Smith
CLASSES
Monday, December 5th, 7:00 P.M. Conjugial Love class for high school students 
Tuesday, December 6th, 7:30 P.M. TCR class in the Library, hosted by Doug and Zanna Robertson. “And thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.” The readings will be the completion of the chapter on Repentance, TCR 532-566, and the memorable relations 569 and 570. The focus will be the necessity of the Lord’s presence, made possible through His Advent, for repentance to actually take place, and with this salvation. (TCR 538-560 is just three numbers.)
Monday, December 12th, 10:00 A.M. NJHD class at Nancy Odhner’s: passages about the Lord
Wednesday, December 14th, 7:30 P.M. Society Class at Gael Coffin’s
MEETINGS
Sunday, December 5th, 11:00 a.m. Building Committee Meeting 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Friday, December 2nd, 7:30 – 11:30 P.M. Shop Night. Please bring a snack or beverage to share. – Roger Schrock 
Friday, December 16th, 11:00 A.M. KNCS Christmas program.  All are welcome to come see the classes and faculty entertain you with singing and acting.

Thursday, December 22, 6:00 P.M. Spiral Garden in the Society Room. Call Sheila Heiter to help.
Duncan Smith passed into the spiritual world on the 24th of November. Our condolences to Carl Smith. 
Congratulations to Jake and Shannon Heiter on the baptism of their daughter, Elizabeth Noel, on Sunday, November 27th.

Congratulations to Thaddeus and Kaemmerle on the birth of their daughter, Takai Mckayla, born at 10:25 a.m. on Sunday, November 27.  She weighed 7 lbs. 11 oz. and was 20½" long.  
Congratulations to Kelsie Odhner who finished college with a degree in Business Management and Psychology.

Fawksie is Home! Thanks to all our dear friends who gave thoughts, prayers and “boots on the ground.” After 6 days of running we got a phone call on Monday morning.  She was under a bush on Mountain Road (North of 309) at Bake Oven Road.  What a happy reunion!!  With grateful hearts, Doug and Zanna

Craft Fair!  Saturday, December 3rd, 9:00 – 11:00 A.M. So get your crafts ready. Be sure to join us at 10:00 for some live entertainment, courtesy of some violin students. Please let me know if you want a space at the fair. You are responsible for your own set up and take down. Any questions? Contact me at maiawink@gmail.com.  Can’t wait to see your crafts!  – Maia Wyncoll   

Craft Fair Fund Raiser – There will be a “flea market” table at the craft fair this Saturday. All proceeds will go to Caleb and the Genzlinger family for their on-going health needs. Items will be priced to sell and some will be suitable for little shoppers.  A Silver and Blue women’s/girls’ “Mongoose” bicycle will be sold for this benefit $30.00 or best offer. If you would like to donate anything please call Barbara 484-201-1207. Thanks!

Christmas Vacation will start after the Christmas Program on December 16th. School will resume on Monday, January 2nd, 2012.

Kempton’s table at the BA Crafts Sale earned $2,064.00 for KNC. More than 20 people contributed time, care and materials resulting in very beautiful crafts that illustrate the Word. Buyers were very appreciative. – Shanon Smith
Further Crafting? Andrea Cranch and Glynn Schauder told me that they are organizing a unique Craft Sale in June. The theme is “Religious Art and Crafts Enhancing the Celebration of New Church Day.” They said that Kempton’s table was just the kind they hope to have at this June sale. Some people have mentioned that they would like to be able to buy some of the things we sold there in Kempton. If you are interested in making New Church crafts to raise money for KNC, please talk to me. We could share ideas via email. Please give me your address if you are interested. – Shanon Smith
DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES

The [newcomers] then asked the angel, “What then is heavenly joy?” And the angel replied briefly: “It is the delight of doing something which is of use to oneself and to others; and the delight of use derives its essence from love, and its existence from wisdom. The delight of use springing from love by means of wisdom is the soul and life of all heavenly joys.”
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Richard and Louise Gardam

on the 22nd – 38 years

Kevin and Susan Henriques

on the 22nd – 26 years

Christopher and Heather Smith

on the 30th – 17 years

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
A MESSAGE FROM OUR TREASURER

Hello, friends. There are several points I wish to mention:

1) For those wishing to take advantage of the tax deduction for this calendar year, please have your donations to me by December 31, 2011. Thank you! 

2) Healthy Church Match: This is a great opportunity for us to close in on our goal of becoming fiscally independent of a grant from the General Church. To participate, please send a check to me, made payable to the General Church. I will help you with the Letter of Intent that needs to accompany this donation. 

Please remember these contributions need to be above and beyond what you normally would be contributing to our annual fund drive. Thank you!

3) Another use that one could consider is the Building Improvement Fund. The Building Committee has been working hard and succeeding in making our Church more beautiful. They have lots of wonderful ideas and very little money, so if you feel called to support this use, just make a note on a check made out to the Kempton Society that it is for Building Improvement. Again, these contributions should be in addition to the regular support of the Church and School. Thank you!

4) On December 24, at our Christmas Eve service, we will continue our tradition of offering the basket collection to our pastors as recognition of the fine work that they do for us throughout the year. Thank you Lawson, Andy, Arne and Pearse!

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all of you who give so freely of your time and your resources to support our Church and School. We have much to be thankful for! Please contact me at any time if you have questions.

W Roger M Schrock, Treasurer

3732 Route 737

Kempton, PA 19529

Cell: 484-390-1922

INTERVIEW with Anna Asplundh 
by Maia Wyncoll


It was the afternoon after an extensive rain when I went to interview Anna Asplundh at her house on Old Philly Pike. We ate a lovely lunch. Then I started to fire off some questions for Mrs. Asplundh.


Anna Gruber was born to Mark and Miriam Gruber one fine spring day. She was born in Philadelphia and raised in Freeport, Pennsylvania. She was the oldest and the only girl of four children. 

At one point in Anna’s childhood her aunt and four cousins moved in with the Grubers. At this time it was around Halloween so after some thought the eager tricker-or-treaters were determined to be Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Anna was Snow White and her younger siblings and cousins were Sneezy, Sleepy, Dopey, Doc, Happy, Bashful, and Grumpy. 

A few years later Anna and her brothers were coming back from the Christmas Eve service when her parents asked the children if they saw anything in the sheep field. After a little while the Gruber children realized that there were two beautiful horses in their pasture. The next day, Christmas, was spent riding the horse bareback and enjoying the best Christmas ever. 

Anna spent one of her early teen summers babysitting a kid every day of the week. At the ANC summer camp of 8th grade was when she first met her husband. Anna spent a few of her months in college hoping to become a nurse. But after a few terms of school Aaron Asplundh asked Anna for her hand in marriage and she decided to turn all her attention into being a good wife for him. On June 14th, 1997 Anna Gruber got married. Mrs. Anna Asplundh then moved to Freeport where she started driving the bus for the kids of the Pittsburg New Church School and nannying in between runs. After 13 years of marriage Mrs. Asplundh and her family moved to Kempton. They decided to move so their four children, Lynné, Kyle, Cody, and Lily, could go to a New Church school. The Asplundh family enjoys the society and feeling of community that this town has.


Some fun facts about Mrs. Anna Asplundh are that when she was a little girl she took piano for six years. Then Anna took singing lessons for more years. A few times as a girl she was hired to sing at weddings. The one thing that Anna strongly dislikes about Kempton is the rain and the rocky soil for planting. Her favorite meal to prepare for her family is either bread that is heated up with garlic butter and a warmed-up cheese, or sushi. 

Some of Anna’s hobbies are cheese making, sewing, baking, making flower arrangements, tending gardens, oil painting, and making yogurt. Anna favorite animals are dogs, kitten, fawns, sheep, cows and pretty much all animals except rodents. Anna enjoys all music except for country. Some of her favorite artists are Coldplay, Murpher and Sons, and Adele. Her favorite season is spring because of the new life that comes with it. She said she likes “the feeling of wakening up in the middle of the night during lambing season to go and check that your sheep are OK and the feeling of knowing you’ll be there for the sheep when they are giving birth.” Another part that she likes about spring is the birthdays that are in her family, including hers. If Anna was given five billion dollars she would make a creamery and cheese factory. She would have a farm with lots of cows and sheep. Two of Anna’s favorite qualities in her husband is that he makes her coffee every morning and that he brings her chocolate as a treat. Anna said, “I would take chocolate over flowers any day.” 


Anna Asplundh’s favorite New Church teaching is that there is a life after death, and marriage after death as well because, she said, there would not be any point in marriage if it did not go on eternally.


I really enjoyed getting to know Mrs. Asplundh. I hope you have learned something about her from this interview. She and her family have already been a great addition to our society.

*   *   *
JANUARY  EVENTS

Monday, January 2nd, School resumes
Sunday, January 8th, Winter Study, Growing Up, begins
Friday, January 13th, Feast of Charity
Saturday, January 21st, Work Party
Friday, January 20th, First semester ends
Monday, January 23rd, Semester break (no school)
Tuesday, January 24th, Second semester begins

