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THANKSGIVING FOR THE LORD’S JUDGMENT

After these things I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude in heaven saying,
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power unto the Lord our God; for true and just are His judgments; for He has judged the great harlot, who corrupted the earth with her whoredom, and He has avenged the blood of His servants at her hand!” 


And a second time they said, “Alleluia!” 


…And the twenty-four elders and the four animals fell down, and adored God who sits on the throne, saying, “Amen. Alleluia!” 





            Revelation 19:1-4

By “Alleluia,” in the Hebrew language, is meant, “Praise God!” Therefore it was an expression of thanksgiving, confession, and celebration of the Lord from joy of heart. 




            Apocalypse Revealed 803
FROM THE PASTOR
Giving Thanks for Judgment: When we celebrate Thanksgiving, we usually think of the Lord’s Providence – how He provides everything we need, including all our natural and spiritual food. But in the Book of Revelation, several times we hear angels and elders giving great thanks to the Lord for exercising judgment. Judgment, since it sounds scary, might not be something we think of thanking the Lord for, but in Revelation, the angels are very grateful. 
Why were the angels so thankful for the Lord’s judgment? The angels saw that without judgment, everything would be destroyed. No one would know what is good or what is true, or whether there is any such thing as good and truth. In order to do what’s right we need to be shown the difference between good and evil, truth and falsity. So angels sang, “Great and wonderful are Thy works, Lord God almighty… because Thy judgments have been made manifest!” (Rev. 15:3-4) Now it’s clear what is right and wrong, and if it’s not clear, we can go to the Lord’s Word, including the Heavenly Doctrine, to find out. 

We see the need for clarity about what is right and wrong in our country, in our church, and most of all, in our own lives. It can be a great relief to come to a realization about something that is going wrong in our lives, because then we can correct it. When we realize, “I have not been fair to so-and-so,” we feel ashamed, but we can also feel glad that finally, the message has gotten through to us. Now we can stop what we were doing and instead do better, for the Lord’s sake and by His power.

At Thanksgiving, we often thank the Lord for the safety of our country – “for freedom, for rest.” To this we can add thanksgiving to Him for spiritual freedom and rest. We can be forever grateful that now He has made His judgments manifest. 

Holy Supper will be offered on Sunday evening, November 13. This is about halfway between the communion in September and the one on New Year’s Day. It is a good way to “prepare the way of the Lord” at Christmas. 

Pastor’s Council this Tuesday, November 1, will discuss ushering people to holy supper to avoid overflow; announcements after church; recitations in school and the new worship book; response to the society meeting; and pastoral development processes. 

Feast of Charity’s class will be about “things heard and seen” in the spiritual world. How do they relate to things heard and seen in this world, and to angels’ states of love and wisdom? Objects in the spiritual world are “representations and appearances” – why are they yet more real than the objects of this world of fixed time and space? 

The Building Committee is meeting on November 14. You are invited to attend a meeting and see if you would like to join the committee. 

Society Class on Nov. 16 will be on how a person’s regeneration and his or her uses in the spiritual world affect the timing of transition into the spiritual world. 

At Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, November 19 we will discuss a sermon by Rev. Robert Jungé on Civil Responsibility. Copies are available at the church.
Thanksgiving Offering: You are welcome to bring an offering of the produce of the earth, fresh or canned, as an expression of gratitude to the Lord. We will contribute the food that is offered to the Friend’s Food Pantry in Kutztown for those in need, so your offering can be an expression of both love to the Lord and love toward the neighbor. There will be a procession near the beginning of the Thanksgiving service when you can bring your gift to the chancel.

The Christmas Class on Nov. 30 will be about the prophets preparing for the Lord’s advent.

Winter Study Groups on the states of growing up: Please talk with friends and arrange groups to study together. Invite a minister if you wish. Emily and I would like to hear about groups that have formed. Then in November, we will phone people that are not yet in a group and ask them if they would like to be in a class, and form some more groups, as we did last year.
NOVEMBER WORSHIP 

Sunday, November 6th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: John Robertson
Sunday, November 13th, 9:00 a.m. Younger Child’s Service. Setup: Christopher and Tabitha Judson

10:00 A.M. Family Service. Setup: Steve King

  7:30 p.m. Holy Supper Service. Setup: Roy Odhner
Sunday, November 20th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Brandon Jungé
Thursday, November 24th, 10:00 A.M. Thanksgiving Service. Setup: Dandridge Cole 
Sunday, November 27th, 10:00 a.m. Family Service. Setup: Gideon Alden
CLASSES
Wednesday, November 2nd, 7:00 P.M. Gospel of Mark class at Dale and Gray Glenn’s
Monday, November 7th, 7:00 P.M. Conjugial Love class for high school students at B. Jungé’s
Tuesday, November 8th, 7:30 P.M. TCR class at Jeremy and Judy Synnestvedt’s. Please read the first part of the chapter on Repentance (509-531), and the first two memorable relations (567, 568). There will be a focus on the steps of repentance given in 528-531, as well as clearing up false ideas of repentance (512-519).
Thursday, November 10th, 7:00 P.M.  Ten Commandments class for young adults at Katrin and Lamar’s
Friday, November11th, 7:00 p.m. Feast of Charity. 8:00 P.M. Class: Things Heard and Seen
Wednesday, November 16th, 10:00 A.M. Moms’ Morning Class at Anna Asplundh’s

7:30 P.M. Society Class at Steve and Janis King’s: One’s regeneration & uses in the spiritual world, in relation to the time of death
Saturday, November 19th, 7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast: Civil Responsibility
Monday, November 14th, 10:00 a.m. NJHD Class at Mary Griffin’s: Baptism (nos. 202-209)

7:00 p.m. Conjugial Love class for high school students at Rich and Suzanne Evans’
Wednesday, November 30th, 7:30 P.M. Christmas Class at Lawson and Shanon Smith’s: The Prophets
MEETINGS
Tuesday, November 1st, 7:30 p.m. Pastor’s Council at Judsons’ 

Wednesday, November 9th, 8:00 p.m. Autumn Weekends Brainstorming at the church

Tuesday, November 15th, 7:30 p.m. Board of Trustees

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Autumn Weekend Schedule Changed: No A.W. this Saturday, October 29th due to inclement weather. Open on Sunday, October 30th and on Sunday, November 6th instead.  – Leesa Cooper
Skating for the whole school starts Monday, November 7, and continues for five more Mondays: Nov. 14, 21, 28 and Dec. 5 and 12.
Halloween Party: Please come to a Halloween Party in the society room Friday, Oct. 28th, 5:30-7:30 p.m.  Please bring finger-friendly supper-ish food to share (not dessert). Come in non-ghoulish costumes prepared for fun inside and out. $1/person or $5/family to cover supplies. Call Heather or Tiffany with questions.

Grand Opening of Lamb’s Second Hand Store this Saturday, October 29th, 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. and Sunday the 30th, 12 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. Come and check out the store and enjoy light refreshments.  Please enter store at the gravel entrance. 
Cleaning help needed:  It would be great to have a few extra hands on deck at the close of Autumn Weekends Sunday, November 6th at 6:00 P.M.  Thanks so much. – Denise Hendricks

Autumn Weekends Brainstorming: 8:00 p.m. in the Library. Come bring and share your prepared thoughts for how to make AW even better in future years. What could be our short-term and medium-term goals and priorities? – 
Sheila Heiter: 484-661-8999; sheilly88@yahoo.com
Please come see the 5th and 6th grade play Spy For A Day on Friday, November 18th at 11:45 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. Everyone is welcome.

Roller Skating: The Lions Club of Kempton warmly invites all who are interested to a family night of free roller skating at Fantasyland Skate in Reading, on November 7th, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. This is a community outreach. The whole rink is rented and the evening is a free family event. See Mark Wyncoll, Steve Hendricks or Tom Kerr for tickets or details. 

Singin’ In The Rain Coming Soon! Presented by Kutztown Area Schools Friday, November 18 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, November 19 at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, November 20 at 2:00 p.m.. Tickets $10 for adults, $8.00 for students. For ticket information call 610-683-7346. (Beckett and Tristan Evans both have speaking parts and are in the dance finale.)

DIY: Planning on putting in that new hardwood floor yourself? We bought a pneumatic floor nailer for our project and it is borrowable (and it sure makes the job go fast)! Call John or Erika at 6422.

Lost:  Set of 12 handmade blocks decorated with numbers 1-12, names of 12 disciples, 12 sons of Jacob, 12 gems of breast plate, 12 fruits.  I lent them to someone to show to someone else, but don’t recall to whom. – Rachel Odhner 756-3168

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

[Some spirits] had conscience, which was communicated to me that I might know it; and it was said that they lived in conjugial love in simplicity. They said that they loved their married partners and abstained from adulteries. That this was from conscience was evident from their saying that they could not do otherwise because it was contrary to their will. Such persons are instructed in the other life and are perfected in the good of love and truth of faith, and are at length received among the angels.     

      
     Arcana Caelestia  2759
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Gordon and Jen McQueen

on the 10th – 9 years

Lawson and Shanon Smith

on the 18th – 33 years

Andrew and Sonja Hughes

on the 23rd – 26 years

Kimberly Heinrichs and Lou Schuller

on the 24th  – 18 years

Doug and Zanna Robertson

on the 26th  – 18 years 

Bjorn and Anna Volden

on the 26th – 12 years

Louis and Aileen Synnestvedt

on the 27th – 37 years

INTERVIEW with Leona Fritch by Sarah Heiter

On the rainy afternoon of Wednesday, September 7th I met with Mrs. Fritch, who had braved the extreme flooding conditions to meet me in her new classroom, so I could learn a little more about her.

    
Leona Gem Fritch was born at St. Mary’s hospital in Langhorne, PA on November 2, 1976. As she grew up her family of seven moved to several different places in eastern Pennsylvania, including Barto where they lived for five years. For Leona this was a long time to live in one place. At her home in Barto she recalls having hours of fun with her siblings and friends jumping off a large log into a huge mud pit in her back yard, and getting stuck in the waist-high mud. With sometimes great difficulty they would wriggle their way out, then go back and do it again. Growing up she was especially fond of two of her three brothers whom she was close in age to. Through her elementary education she attended six schools, three being high schools. Moving so frequently, she had the chance to make several friends. She said that in order to make true friends it takes about nine months. Not always the first people you meet are going to be your good friends. This experience she believes taught her to be more patient in life.

     As a teenager she had a wide variety of jobs. At the age of fifteen she worked as a ski instructor at a local ski resort. She was also a dog kennel cleaner, a check out girl, and a ride operator at Dorney Park. Interestingly she has never been fired and still has the rain jacket from her job at Dorney. 

Her first vehicle was a Renault Alliance which she affectionately referred to as the “Appliance.”  In her four years of high school she attended Upper Perkiomen High School, Fleetwood High School, and Kutztown Senior High School. She met her husband and high school sweetheart Jesse Fritch as a senior at Kutztown. They got married in 1998 when she was 21 years old. She received her Bachelor’s Degree from Cedarcrest College, and then worked towards her Masters in Special Education at De Sales University. 

      After college she got a job as a Special Education teacher at Kids Peace, which so far has been her favorite job. She appreciated the challenge and her hope for them is they enjoyed school more. After several dedicated years as a teacher she stopped working for nine years to focus on taking care of her five children before applying for the job of being the kindergarten teacher at The Kempton New Church School. Leona has always wanted to be a teacher but thought she would be teaching middle school though she is very excited to teach kindergarten. 

Since high school she has moved to Dryville, New Ringgold, and to Auburn, where she has lived since 2005. This is the longest she has ever lived in one place.  She says she does not mind moving and if she would move again it would be to Kempton. A few years later they decided to send two of their kids to the Kempton New Church School.

      She heard about the New Church from her husband Jesse who grew up in the church and attended KNCS. They got married in the church and three of their kids were baptized here. Her favorite teachings are “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” and “Love your neighbor as yourself,” because she thinks these are especially good morals to live by. Her favorite thing about the school is they try to keep the innocence of children and never force them to grow up too fast. She especially likes that the Kempton society is a close-knit community that helps each other out. 
She only first began to drink coffee when she was 27 and expecting her fourth child.  Mrs. Fritch said, “After three kids I needed the extra energy to keep up with the fourth.” Her favorite food is spaghetti and crabs, which may sound like an interesting combination but she says it is very good though takes extensive time to make. Her favorite place to visit is her grandparents’ house. 

     Mrs. Fritch has lots of really interesting hobbies including reading fiction novels, restoring old houses, and perhaps the most outstanding, rescuing unwanted farm animals. She has a rather large collection of pets including her dog Mojo, three cats, three goats, several geese and chickens, a horse, and her favorite, her donkey—all of which she rescued from various situations. If she had all the money in the world she would open a donkey rescue, and also help people in need. She would like to visit Italy and Ireland and meet some of her relatives who live in Italy. 

Leona Fritch is a creative, friendly, and kind person and I have confidence that she will be a wonderful Kindergarten teacher. Hopefully you have enjoyed getting to know her better. 
 *   *   *
DECEMBER  EVENTS

Friday, December 2nd, 7:30 – 11:30 P.M. Shop Night.  Please bring a snack or beverage to share     – Roger Schrock 
Craft fair!  This year on the 3rd of December there will be a craft fair. So get your crafts ready. Please let me know if you want a space at the fair. Any questions? Contact me at maiawink@gmail.com.  Can’t wait to see your crafts!  – Maia Wyncoll   

Christmas Tableaux will be held at 4:30 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. on Sunday, December 19th.

Christmas Vacation will start after the Christmas Program on December 16th. School will resume on January 2nd, 2012.
