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ASK, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it shall be opened.

Or what man is there of you, who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? And if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in the heavens give good things to them who seek Him? 

Therefore all things whatever you want men to do for you, you should also do for them; for this is the Law and the Prophets.   Matthew 7:7-12

We frequently read in the Word that the Lord answers when they call and cry… also, that He gives when they ask (Matthew 7:7, 8…). But yet the Lord gives them to ask, and what to ask. Therefore the Lord knows it beforehand. But still the Lord wills that man should ask first, for the reason that then he may do it as from himself, and thus that it should be appropriated to him. Otherwise, if the petition itself were not from the Lord, it would not be said in those places that “they should receive whatever they asked.”      Apocalypse Revealed 376
FROM THE PASTOR
ASK: In the familiar words from Matthew (above), the Lord urges us to keep on asking Him for things. The Lord also gives us two parables, one about a friend coming at midnight asking to borrow bread for a guest, and one about a widow persistently nagging a judge for justice, to teach us “that men ought always to pray, and not be weary” (Luke 18:1 ff., 11:5). 

In Matthew, the Lord says it three ways: Ask, Seek, Knock. (Notice what the first letters of these words happen to spell.) Why does He say it three times? Partly, because His message is urgent – please keep asking Me for help! But also because we ask Him on three levels: in our hearts (ask), with our minds (seek), and by the actions our lives (knock). 
One of the things we pray for as parents, grand-parents and members of the Kempton Society is the enlightenment and the means to do a good job of raising our children. Our children are asking us for bread: spiritually, for good affections and strong examples of a good life; we pray that we may not give them stones – cold facts, merely worldly goals. Our children are asking for fish, that is, for knowledge of the Lord and eternal life; we pray that we may not put them off with mere sensual appearances (serpents). We pray that we may do for them “all things whatever we want men to do for” us, all that was done for us as we were growing up.

We need to keep asking the Lord for help with our children, seeking His guidance, and doing our best. We need to keep asking partly so we remember that He is the real Father and Teacher – He knows what all of His children need, and we don’t. We want the Lord, not the world, to set the goals we have for our children. We want the Lord to give us the light to see what to ask Him for, because then He can give His help and we will be ready to receive and use it wisely.

On the practical level (knock), running a school is very expensive. Yet so far, the Lord in His providence has allowed the school to continue to operate. Let us keep asking Him from our hearts:  how may we best serve You and these children? Let us keep seeking to understand from His Word what children really need, to prepare for a useful life here and in heaven. And let us keep knocking, with creative ways to support each other in raising the children the Lord has entrusted to us.

Autumn Weekends: Please sign up (or phone Dandridge Cole) to help man the booth. There are five weekends in October. How many will we have volunteers for? This fall we can enjoy a new patio, installed as an Eagle Scout project, thanks to Tristan Evans and his father and other friends. 
Young Child’s Service: On the second Sunday of each month we have a service especially for children from pre-school up to about grade 5. We hold this service at 9:00. In October the service will be in the Art Room. The children have the chance to be close to the pastor. The songs, accompanied by a guitar, and the talk are suited to young children. We also have a project for the children to do. It’s a good way for little children to get used to listening in worship. 
Society Classes: On October 12, the topic will be life after death, and why some people live longer or shorter. On October 26, the subject will be the Book of Numbers, chapters 1-12. 
Pastor’s Council discussed winter study readings: we will add highlights for those who don’t have time to read everything, and disks and podcasts will be available. 


Next we discussed plans for a new worship book: more about that in the next newsletter, and meanwhile, please ask if you’re interested. 

We talked about the pros and cons of family services as compared with Sunday School services. Family services are hard for pre-school children and some adults, while nice for some families, able to stay together as a family. We have a shortage of Sunday School teachers, so three times a year, when there is a fifth Sunday in a month, we will have a family service. 


With 19 students in the first and second grade classroom it is not as suitable for young children’s services as in other years, so we will experiment with having these services in the art room and the project in the end room.

Some people are going to try organizing a kind of buddy system to make sure people are OK during times of emergency, as when the power is out for several days.


We discussed the building committee process. It makes sense to seek continual improvements in our facilities, for the sake of uses, over time, while at the same time being good stewards of the resources the Lord entrusts to us. One thing needed is a list of priorities, open to revision as time changes our perspectives. We need a reasonable process, and we need to make it work, with forgiveness and accommodation to our varying visions. 
Our Board of Trustees had two meetings in September. We approved the use of the Lamb’s Nest for the operation of a thrift shop for one year. We also discussed the General Church administra-tion’s requirement that we reduce our grant by about $50,000 before receiving the latest batch of matching funds. The administration has also asked for feedback on a “funding principles” document, so we spent some time on that. We also discussed the building committee process. You can hear more on this subject at the society meeting as it is important to the life of the society. 
Society Meeting: The Annual Meeting of the Kempton New Church will be held on Thursday, October 20, at 7:30 p.m. The main business will be to elect trustees and members of the school council, and to discuss the financial results of the year that ended June 30, 2011. We also need to adopt a budget for the current year. All are welcome, including non-members (though only members can vote). 

OCTOBER WORSHIP 

Sunday, October 2nd, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt
Sunday, October 9th, 9:00 a.m. Younger Child’s service. Setup: Seth and Heather King    

10:00 A.M. Family Service. Setup: Thos Powell
Sunday, October 16th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Dan Brown
Sunday, October 23rd, 10:00 a.m. Family Service. Setup: Gordon McQueen
Sunday, October 30th, 10:00 A.M. Family Service

Setup: Penn Cooper

CLASSES
Tuesday, October 4th, 7:30 P.M. TCR class at Roy Odhner’s.  Read numbers 483-502 and 506-508.  Be sure to read 508. – Andy Heilman

Friday, October 7th, 7:00 p.m. Ten Commandments Class at Garrett and Lauren Smith’s. – Pearse Frazier
Wednesday, October 12th, 7:30 P.M. Society Class in the Library hosted by Kate. 

Wednesday, October 19th, 10:00 A.M. Morning Class at Heather King’s – Pearse Frazier

Thursday, October 19th, 10:00 A.M. Morning class at Mary Griffins. 
Wednesday, October 26th, 7:30 P.M. Society Doctrinal Class at Hugh and Margaret Heinrichs’

Thursday, October 27th, 7:00 P.M. Gospel of Mark class 

NOMINATIONS

The following trustees’ terms are expiring in October: Steve Hendricks and Doug Robertson. Both are willing to serve again and are hereby renominated. The other members of the board are Dandridge Cole (secretary), Thos Powell and Sal Tuccio (terms expire 2012), and Dale Glenn and Chris Smith (2013). 

Sandie Capparell is the school councilor whose term is expiring. We hereby nominate Cade Cole to take her place. The other members of the School Council are Karen Heiter and Ted LaMastra (2012) and Suzanne Evans and Heather King (2013). 

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Hendricks, Brandon Jungé, and Hugh Brown, chair

OCTOBER EVENTS
Friday, October 7th, Charter Day at the Academy of the New Church and the Bryn Athyn College of the New Church. KNCS has an early dismissal at 11:00 a.m.
Wed. – Sun., Oct. 12 – 16, Boston Trip for the 9th grade students
Mon. – Thu., Oct.17 – 20, Middle School parent-teacher oral conferences

Thursday, October 20th, 7:30 P.M.  Society Meeting 
Mon. – Thu., Oct. 24 - 27, Lower School parent-teacher oral conferences

Saturday, October 29th, Halloween Party – details to follow

Free TV for the taking: a 32-inch color TV, good for videos, C.D’s and cables. Will deliver if you are feeble. Call Steve King.
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

That conjugial love is heaven is evident from the metamorphosis of caterpillars into pupae or chrysalises and then into creatures that fly. For when the time arrives for them to be wedded - which is when they shed their earthly form, or their caterpillar state - they are adorned with wings and become creatures that fly, at which point they are raised up into the air, which is their heaven. In the air they play together, make marriages, lay eggs, and are nourished by the juices from flowers. At that time also they exist in their beauty, for their wings are tinged with gold, silver, and other lovely shades. Such things as these are what the marriage principle produces among such insignificant and tiny creatures.                  AC 2758

Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Tom and Carla Kerr

on the 2nd - 28 years

Jake and Shannon Heiter

on the 8th - 6 years

Sam and Annemarie Yoder

on the 10th - 24 years

Kerry and Sabrina Wenrich, Jr.

on the 11th – 3 years

Keith and Jo Pendleton

on the 19th - 15 years 

Thos. and Laurel

on the 23rd - 29 years

Luke and Sarah Heiter

on the 25th - 8 years

 Tim and Arian Hungaski

on the 25th - 14 years 

Dandridge and Tamar

on the 27th - 9 years

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Skating for the whole school starts Monday, November 7, and continues for five more Mondays: Nov. 14, 21, 28 and Dec. 5 and 12.

Pioneer Day at Ontelaunee Park in New Tripoli!!!!! This is a fun little historical festival only 7 minutes north of Wanamakers General Store on 143. Free admission, tours of historic buildings, craft demonstrations and yummy food to buy.  Check it out. Saturday, October 1st, 9:30 - 4:00.  http://www.lynnheidelberg.org/events.html
