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SHARPENING OUR SONS’ UNDERSTANDING

Hear, O Israel; Jehovah is our God; Jehovah is one. And thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy forces. 

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thy heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently to thy sons, and shalt speak of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest in the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
Deuteronomy 6:4-7
And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me, and, having turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, wearing a garment down to the foot, and girt about the breast with a golden belt… and out of His mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and His face was as the sun shines in its power.
Revelation 1:12-13, 16
That the dispersion of falsities by the Lord is here meant by “sword” is evident, because, it was seen to go “out of his mouth;” and to go out of the mouth of the Lord is to go out of the Word, for this the Lord spoke with His mouth; and as the Word is understood by doctrine, hence doctrine is also signified. It is called “a sharp two-edged sword” because it penetrates the heart and soul.               Apocalypse Revealed 52
FROM THE PASTOR

Sharpening our Understanding: As the school year begins, and the church year with it, it’s good to think about the words in Deuteronomy where the Lord specifically commands us to “teach our children diligently.” Literally, the Hebrew says we are to “sharpen our sons,” “sons” signifying truths in our understanding. The Lord also tells us how to sharpen our sons, namely, by speaking of what He has taught us over and over, while sitting and walking, going to bed and getting up. Sharpening a tool requires lots of repetitions of stroking the blade on the whet stone. In advertising they say that a person needs to hear something at least seven times before he remembers it. Little children often love repetition, and we all need lots of repetition to really learn an idea or a skill. 

We need to be sharp in our grasp of the main truths of faith so that the Lord can scatter false ideas from our minds. The sharp, two-edged sword that John saw proceeding from mouth of the Lord is a picture of His Word, and also doctrine or teaching, by which we understand His Word. It is sharp because it penetrates the heart and soul to drive out the enemies of our spirit, if we are willing. Sometimes we are amazed at how precisely and helpfully the Word addresses our problems.
In order to be sharp, we can’t rely on stuff we learned back in high school, that’s grown old, dull and rusty. We need to hear the news “fresh from heaven,” every day and every week. After all, our eternal life depends on hearing and doing what the Lord says.

One great way to “sharpen our sons”is to teach our children. Read the Word together as a family; talk to your teen-agers about what’s going on, from the point of view of the Word. There’s nothing like teaching in order to learn something yourself.

Even if we don’t have children, we still need to teach the Lord’s words diligently to our sons, that is, the sons in us and in our friends. We need to learn to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul (or understanding), and with all our forces (the activity and energy of everyday life). May the Lord bless us with zeal to teach and talk about His words in application to all areas of life, so that we may love Him more and more. 

No Woods Service this Sunday due to the hurricane. We will have worship at the church unless the power is out. (In that case the church would have no water.) The Evening Service is canceled, unless the power goes out and then comes back on between morning and evening.

Holy Supper will be served at the morning service on September 18. “The Holy Supper, to those who approach it worthily, is a key to the house in heaven where they will dwell to eternity.” 
True Christian Religion 730
A New Worship Book is in the works. We hope it will be ready by the new year. It will have stronger covers and a wire-coil binding to better survive the ways the books get handled. We will take out some songs that are rarely used in church and put in some hymns not in our present book. 

New Recitations: The new worship book will have new translations of the recitations plus some additional ones. The pastors are trying to find a good balance between beloved, familiar wording and more accurate (sharper) translation. We care about people who love the King James or New King James wording, and we also care about the children growing up, whose affections could become attached to better translations, closer to what the Lord is actually saying. Our goal is that the new worship book will match the recitations at school and will not shift for at least ten years, so that recitations in church and school will be identical. 

The wording will not be identical to the new translation of the Word, sometimes because of improvements in that translation and more often because we are keeping some familiar words. Some recitations will be jarring to adults in spots and we sympathize, but we are trying to think also of the next generation.
Pastor’s Council Tuesday, September 27th, 7:30 P.M. at Christopher and Tabitha Judson’s.  We will be talking about the classes on the stages of life set for January & February. We will also discuss whether to change fifth Sundays from a sermon and children’s talk to a family service.

Autumn Weekends: Please sign up (or phone Dandridge Cole) to help man the booth. There are five weekends in October. How many will we have volunteers for? This fall we can enjoy a new patio, due to be installed soon as an Eagle Scout project. 

Society Meeting: The Annual Meeting of the Kempton New Church will be held on Thursday, October 20, at 7:30 p.m. The main business will be to elect trustees and members of the school council, and to discuss the financial results of the year that ended June 30, 2011. We also need to adopt a budget for the current year. All are welcome, including non-members (though only members can vote). 

Membership: To become a member of the Kempton New Church, you can be baptized into the New Church, be accepted for membership in the General Church, and then sign our roll. Please speak to a pastor or to Emily Smith if you are interested.
Sunday School for the first five weeks will be arranged differently: all the girls from 1st through 6th grades will be with Gray Glenn upstairs in a middle school classroom, and all the boys from 1st through 6th will be with a father and mother in the art room. Thank you to Gray for proposing this experiment, and thanks to the fathers and mothers for teaching the boys. 
SEPTEMBER  WORSHIP 

Sunday, September 4th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt
Sunday, September 11th, 9:00 a.m. Younger Child’s service. Setup: Ted and Kelly LaMastra    

10:00 A.M. Family Service. Setup: Thos Powell
Sunday, September 18th, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service with Holy Supper. Setup: Roy Odhner

Sunday, September 25th, 10:00 a.m. Family Service. Setup: Curtis McQueen
SEPTEMBER CLASSES

Below are a list of existing classes and discussion groups. Additionally, if you are interested in starting a new group, please feel free to contact Lawson, Andy, or Pearse.

Thursday, September 8th and 22nd, 7:00 p.m. Ten Commandments Class – place to be determined. Please call Pearse Frazier for information.

Tuesday, September 13th, 7:30 p.m.  The Reading Discussion group will continue with The True Christian Religion, beginning the second volume (if you have a two volume set). The subject for our next class is Free Will in spiritual things, nos. 463 - 484, plus the first three memorable relations, nos. 503-505.  The focus will be on the cause and spiritual quality of freedom (475-482), although, as always, we will try to cover all of the reading. – Andy
Wednesday, September 21st, 7:30 p.m. Society Class at Bob Jungés: Themes in the Book of Numbers. This year in school chapel we are reading the Book of Numbers. What does “numbering” mean spiritually? What are some of the main themes in this book and their correspondence to our spiritual life?

Wednesday, September 27th, 10:00 A.M. Morning Class at Heather King’s

OCTOBER EVENTS
Friday, October 7th, Charter Day at the Academy of the New Church in Bryn Athyn. KNCS has an early dismissal at 11:00 a.m.
Thu. – Sun., Oct. 13 – 16, Boston Trip for 9th grade students and parents

Mon. – Thu., Oct.17 – 20, Middle School parent/teacher oral conferences

Mon. – Thu., Oct. 24 - 27, Lower School parent/teacher oral conferences

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to everyone for all your help, participation and contributions. The ice cream socials earned more than $620 for the Kempton New Church. That’s roughly $105 of ice cream an hour! – Chris and Tabitha 

Help Needed: There is a woman in the church in Brazil with two young sons who has been rather sick over the last year, first with tuberculosis and now with leukemia. The chemotherapy appears to be working well, but she is quite tired, and expressed a desire for a washing machine, as she is unable to wash the clothes by hand.  We thank those who have already contributed, but there is still room for more contributions, as used appliances cost considerably more there than they do here.  If you would like to help please contact me, or you can give the contribution directly to Emily. Thank you. 

– Andy

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

That genuine conjugial love is heaven is represented in the kingdoms of nature; for there is nothing in all nature that does not in some way represent the Lord’s kingdom in general, since the natural kingdom derives all its origin from the spiritual.    Arcana Caelestia 2758

Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
Val and Tiffany Synnestvedt

on the 4th - 17 years

Bob and Becky Steuber

on the 7th - 43 years

Jeremy and Judy Synnestvedt

on the 9th - 39 years

Michael and Charis Ahlert

on the 10th - 6 years

Sal and Joan Tuccio

on the 18th - 47 years

* * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS, continued

Thank you to Owen King for designing and drawing the birthday cards that will go out to the students this year.

Klaas and Claire Biermann’s new address: Lundhaugveien 92

Austmarka 2224

Norway

Claire’s email address: windowpane612 @hotmail 

Open Studio: Friday, August 26 I’m having an open studio at my place in Lenhartsville from 5-10pm. I've hung fifteen paintings – some that were displayed in Hamburg and some included in the exhibit in Bryn Athyn during the Assembly. My address is 1563 E Penn Street, #15. Hope to see you! – Jamie Synnestvedt

A “MARRIAGE MOAT” by Lori S. Odhner

When my children were small I spent a lot of energy keeping them safe. I tucked poisonous substances on high shelves, and kept the car doors on child lock. We put four kinds of bolts and chains on the front door when Benjamin kept escaping and I made sure the frying pan handles were always pointed in. I was never quite sure where Benjamin was headed. Maybe he was just exploring and meant no harm. But I was fiercely protective and kept the doors shut.

I have let down my guard considerably, now that five of our kids are in their twenties. Some of those habits grew from experience, and others I learned from listening to other parents. It would not have occurred to me to be careful about frying pans, since I was not three feet tall looking up. 

I do not know how many catastrophes we avoided. How could I? I did cry when I heard about other children who were burned or lost.

Facebook has grown exponentially in just a few years. It makes it possible to reconnect with people you have not seen in decades, as well as to find new people instantly. That can be a good thing. Or a dangerous one. 

The book Facebook and Your Marriage by K. Jason Krafsky and Kelli Krafsky is one resource for figuring out the terrain. The possibilities for an online chat relationship, or finding your high school honey did not really exist a short time ago. Now you can meet someone in cyberspace and carry on instant, personal conversations many times a day. This can be a blessing if your spouse is in Afghanistan, or a risk if the person you are growing closer to is not your husband or wife.

One of the guidelines I learned from the book  

Close Calls: What Adulterers Want You to Know About Protecting Your Marriage by David Carder
deals with secretive conversations. Don’t have them. If you do not want your spouse to be reading over your shoulder, stop writing. I might not have thought of that on my own. But the knowledge has kept me honest. I still cry when I hear of other marriages that have been burned or lost by online transgressions. I am not sure where those people were headed. Perhaps it began as an exploration, and they meant no harm. 

It is wise to be fiercely protective and keep the doors shut. 

To subscribe to daily “Marriage Moats,” go to: www.caringformarriage.org
ADVERTISEMENTS 

For Sale: 1 year old Pro-Form Treadmill: $250.00;  Beautiful African Djembe drum: $175.00; Oakworks massage chair: $100.00.  All are in excellent condition. Call Wellesley: 610 597-1475
House for Rent/Sale: The home where the Biermann’s were living is available for rent or sale.  If you are interested please call Emily Bau-Madsen at 215-680-7400.

Storage? Does anyone have storage place for some of my things starting early September? Fifteen cubic feet ought to do it. Thanks! – Jamie Synnestvedt: 818-272-3710; jdspainter@gmail.com
Teahouse Tree: Come see Teahouse Tree, a sweet 25-minute movie about a 9-year-old girl who goes to visit her unsophisticated aunt in the country for the weekend. Starring Rayna Synnestvedt, Aurora Synnestvedt, Michelle M. Synnestvedt, and Dara King. Come dressed in "tea party" clothes if you wish. Complimentary tea to follow, with snacks for sale.  $5 per person, $20 per family. Proceeds help us cover costs. Saturday, September 3rd at 4:00 p.m. at Mitchell Performing Arts Center. 
– Ayisha Synnestvedt

