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WHY WE NEED TO BELIEVE IN THE LORD
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Life 108. If any one shuns evils for any other reason than because they are sins, he does not shun them, but merely prevents them from appearing before the world.

There are moral men who keep the commandments of the second table of the Decalogue, not committing fraud, blasphemy, revenge, or adultery; and such of them as confirm themselves in the belief that such things are evils because they are injurious to the public welfare, and are therefore contrary to the laws of humane conduct, also practice charity, sincerity, justice, and chastity. But if they do these goods and shun those evils merely because they are evils, and not at the same time because they are sins, they are still merely natural men; and with the merely natural the root of evil remains imbedded and is not dislodged. For this reason the goods they do are not goods, because they are from themselves.
112. It is the same with thefts and frauds of every kind, with murders and revengeful acts of every kind, and with false witness and lies of every kind. No one can be cleansed and made pure from such things of himself, for within every lust there are infinite things which the man sees only as one simple thing, whereas the Lord sees the smallest details in the whole series. In a word, a man cannot regenerate himself, that is, form in himself a new heart and a new spirit, but the Lord alone can do this, who Himself is the Reformer and the Regenerator. Therefore if a man wills to make himself new by his own prudence and intelligence, it is merely like putting rouge on a deformed face, or smearing a skin detergent over a part that is infected with inward corruption.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *
"He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe in the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  (John 3:36)
A lot of people say, "It doesn't matter what you believe, as long as live a decent life,"


or even, "You don't have to believe in God, as long as you live a good life."

There are a number of reasons why people doubt or deny the existence of God, with which we can feel sympathetic.


One reason is bad religion.

So many rotten things have been done and so much rubbish has been taught under the banner of religion and the church that people say, "If that's religion, and that's God, I want no part of it or Him."

People are wary of being conned into believing something that's not true, something that will not really help them in the crunch or stand up to close scrutiny,

or even something that is merely a set up for somebody's personal gain.


Another reason is that the literal sense of the Bible is confusing & contradictory.



It sometimes even seems to put God in a bad light, 




as in our text, where it seems He might be wrathful.

These days, seemingly intelligent people, even Biblical scholars, cast doubt on the credibility of the Bible.


Once the Bible is unreliable, how can we know anything about God?


Another cause of doubt is the sad experiences people have, individually and as a race.



"If there is a God, how can such things happen?"

Yet is it really true, that it doesn't matter whether or not we believe in God, as long as we behave?

It can be an appealing thought that human beings, out of our intrinsic goodness and intelligence, can work out a set of ethical principles, 


based on what is good for society, apart from Divine law.

As the serpent in the garden of Eden said, "You will be as gods, knowing good and evil."

A philosopher once said, "There cannot be a god, because if there were, I would have to be it."


He did not want to acknowledge anyone more powerful or intelligent than himself.

But according to the Word, manmade ethics do not work.


There is goodness and intelligence in human beings, but it is from God. 

When we see goodness in human beings, or in the beauty of the earth, 

we are seeing God working with people and in the world.



There is NO good in the universe except from God.


But God Himself does exist apart from His creation. Creation is not God.
There is also weakness, wickedness, and stupidity in human nature.

To rise out of such weakness, we must look to God, 


the only true Strength in the universe.

If we do not look to Someone higher than ourselves, there is no fixed point from which to tell what is good or bad. 

There is only our changing emotions, 

and our reason, which is largely driven by emotion.

If we do not acknowledge God, neither do we believe in eternal life. 


Ethics & morality then have no eternal law to guide them, 



but must be totally driven by situation and circumstance. 




Too often it comes down to the brutal law, "might makes right." 


Without belief in God and eternal life, 



there is no higher law than public opinion, which is notoriously fickle.




Yesterday various forms of adultery were morally wrong and illegal.





Today they are protected by law 






and practicioners are clamoring for universal acceptance.





Where will we be tomorrow?

The basic problem with humanistic or man-made ethics, personally or in business or in society, is that unless we shun an evil as a sin against God, and ask for His help, 
the root of the evil remains in us.

Without the Lord, our self-restraint and our good works fall under one or more of three categories (AR 97):


1) Hypocritical works, in which we don't care about what's true or good but only wish to be seen as an honourable person;
2) Merit-seeking works, in which we take credit for our goodness and require a reward from others;
3) Good works by natural inclination.

Some people are born naturally cheerful, or generous, or gentle, or courageous, etc. 


These qualities are pleasant, and can help us get started on the way to heaven.

The trouble with such goodness is that it is indiscriminate, and easily becomes the tool of wicked people.

A person who acts merely on such feelings does not want to think about the effects of his actions or what is really good for others. 


He just wants to follow his impulses.

Underlying all these kinds of good works, the main motive is selfish: the approval of others, honor, reputation, and gain.

So the Writings say, "There are moral men who keep the commandments of  the second table of the Decalogue – who do not defraud, who do not blaspheme, who do not take revenge, who do not commit adultery.  And such of them as confirm in themselves that these things are evil, because they are hurtful to the state and so are contrary to the laws of humanity, also practice charity, sincerity, justice and chastity."  


Notice: They do not believe in God. Their principle is the good of society.  



They do live a good life.   

But the passage continues, "However, if they do these good works and shun those evils only because they are evils and not at the same time because they are sins [against God], they are still merely natural men; and with those who are merely natural, the root of evil remains imbedded, and is not removed. Therefore, the good works they do are not good, because they are from themselves." (Life 108)

"The root of evil remains."


There is no standard to judge an attitude or behavior eternally wrong.  



Also, without belief in God, a person does not allow the Divine power to help. 




Therefore the root of the evil remains. The person allows it to remain.

He says in effect, "It wouldn't be good for society, or fair to my husband /wife /children/ colleagues to indulge this lust at this time."

Inwardly, though not necessarily consciously, he's also thinking, "It would be dangerous to my reputation and peace if I let this urge go at this time."


So he represses his lust, hides it from appearing before the world, and even himself.



He does not really fight the lust itself, but only its appearance.

"In a word, man cannot regenerate himself, that is, form in himself a new heart and a new spirit," any more than he can form himself in the womb. "Therefore, if a  man seeks to make himself anew from his own prudence and intelligence, it is only like putting rouge on a deformed face and applying a superficial wash to a part affected with inward putrefaction." (Life 112)

Such ethics are dangerous to society, as well as to the individual, 

because as soon as the harm to society from doing evil is not apparent, 

or it becomes socially acceptable, the harm is done.

So we can see that belief in God is not an optional extra, individually or as a society.


It is the foundation of all civilization and decency, all sense of what is orderly,



even for those who have ceased to believe, 



for they are supported by the religious culture around them.

If we leave God and eternal life out of our lives and thinking, we omit 99% of all reality,



and we shut out the Source of genuine kindness, truth, and happiness.

The wonderful thing is that we can choose to believe in the Lord, and we can choose to approach Him for help.


The Lord came into the world to make it possible for us to believe in Him,



to show us that God is essentially love, the very essence of what is Human.


He has come again, to make it possible to have a rational faith in Him and in His Word,


 
for those who are willing to be convinced.


We can approach Him by shunning evils, 



not just for our sake but also because they are sins against Him.



Then He can gradually get rid of the roots of evil -- not just the surface parts.




He can cure the illness and weakness itself, not just the symptoms.

We may have compassion toward people who doubt the Lord's existence,


and feel sorry for the state of the world, mankind being in such a weakened condition.

Let us turn to the Lord ourselves, 



not to our own management or our own instincts.


If we work hard to shun the evils in our lives as sins against Him,



then, rather than making more opportunities for people to doubt the existence of God,



we will be helping create a sphere of trust and belief in Him.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)


May we be witnesses to the Lord's eternal love in the way we live our lives.  Amen. 

