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Loyalty to the Lord’s Kingdom

Lessons:

1 Kings 12

1. And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king.

2. And it came to pass when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard [it], and he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from before Solomon the king, and Jeroboam was dwelling in Egypt,

3. and they sent and called him, that Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came, and said un Rehoboam:

4. “Thy father made our yoke hard. And now, make the hard service and his heavy yoke which he put upon us lighter, and we will serve thee.”

5. And he said to them, “Go [for] yet three days, and come back to me.” And the people went away.

6. And King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men who had stood before Solomon his father when he was alive, saying, “What do you counsel, to return word to this people?”

7. And they spoke to him, saying, “If thou wilt be a servant to this people this day, and wilt serve them and answer them and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants all the days.”

8. But he forsook the counsel of the old men which they had counseled to him, and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him.

9. And he said to them, “What do you counsel that we may return word to this people, who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Make the yoke that thy father put on us lighter’ ?”

10. And the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus shalt thou say to this people who spoke to thee, saying, ‘Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make [it] lighter from upon us’; thus shalt thou speak to them: ‘My little [finger] is thicker than my father’s loins.

11. “ ‘And now, my father loaded on you a heavy yoke, but I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.’ ”

12. And Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had spoken, saying, “Return to me on the third day.”

13. And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the counsel of the old men which they had counseled him.

14. And he spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.”
15. And the king did not hearken to the people, for it was a thing brought about by Jehovah, that He might confirm His word, which Jehovah spoke by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite, to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16. And all Israel saw that the king did not hearken to them, and the people returned word to the king, saying, “What part have we in David? And [we have] no inheritance in the son of Jesse; to your tents, O Israel; see now to thine own house, David.” And Israel went to their tents.

17. But [as for] the sons of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam was king over them.

18. And King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram, who [was] over the tribute, and all Israel stoned him with stones that he died. And King Rehoboam made speed to get up into his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.

19. And Israel rebelled against the house of David to this day.

Mark 9
33. And He came to Capernaum; and being in the house, He asked them, “What was it that you disputed about among yourselves by the way?”
34. But they were silent; for by the way they had disputed among themselves who [should be] the greatest.

35. And having sat down, He called the twelve, and He says to them, “If anyone desires to be first, let him be the last of all, and the minister to all.”
36. And having taken a little child, He stood him in the midst of them; and having taken him into His arms, He said to them,

37. “Whoever shall receive one of such little children in My name, receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me, but Him who sent Me.”
Mark 10

42. But Jesus calling them says to them, “You know that they who are thought to rule over the nations exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority over them.

43. “But it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to be great among you, shall be your minister;

44. and whoever of you desires to be the first, shall be the servant of all.

45. “For even the Son of Man came not to be ministered to, but to minister, and to give His soul a ransom for many.”
The New Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine (NJHD)
321. Royalty itself is not in the person, but is adjoined to the person. A king who believes that royalty is in his own person, and the prefect who believes that the dignity of the prefecture is in his own person, is not wise.

322. Royalty consists in administering according to the laws of the realm and in judging according to them from justice. The king who regards the laws [as] above himself is wise, but he who regards himself as above the laws is not wise. The king who regards the laws as above himself places the royalty in the law, and the law has dominion over him, for he knows that the law is justice, and that all justice which is justice is Divine. But he who regards himself as above the laws places the royalty in himself, and either he believes himself to be the law, or he believes the law, which is justice, to be from himself. Hence he claims for himself what is Divine, when yet he should be under it. 

323. The law, which is justice, ought to be enacted in the realm by persons skilled in the law, wise, and God-fearing. Then both the king and his subjects must live according to it. The king who lives according to the enacted law, and in this precedes his subjects by his example, is truly a king.

324. A king who has absolute power, who believes that his subjects are such slaves that he has a right to their possessions and lives, and if he exercises it, is not a king, but a tyrant.

325. There must be obedience to the king according to the laws of the realm, and he must not be injured by any means either by deeds or words; for on this the public security depends.

We must have governments.

NJHD 312. Order cannot be maintained in the world without prefects, who must observe all things that are done according to order, and all that are done contrary to order; and who are to reward those who live according to order, and punish those who live contrary to order. Unless this is done, the human race must perish. For by heredity, innate in everyone is the will to command others, and to possess the goods of others. From this come enmities, envies, hatreds, revenges, deceits, cruelties, and many other evils. Therefore, unless they were held in chains by laws, and by rewards suited to their loves – which are honors and gains for those who do good things – and by punishments contrary to those loves – which are the loss of honors, of possessions, and of life for those who do evils – the human race would perish.

We need to treat our leaders with some honor.

TCR 305. THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT.

Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may be well with thee upon the earth. ....In a broader sense, to honor the king and magistrates, is meant by this commandment, since these provide for all in general the necessities which parents provide in particular. In the broadest sense this commandment means that men should love their country, since it supports and protects them, therefore it is called fatherland from father. But to country, king, and magistrates honor must be rendered by parents and by them be implanted in their children.
The right to govern does not belong to us personally, but to the Lord.

AC 451. A certain spirit, who during his life in the body had possessed authority, retained in the other life the desire to exercise command. But he was told that he was now in another kingdom, which is eternal; that his rule on earth was dead; and that where he was now no one is held in estimation except in accordance with the good and truth, and the mercy of the Lord, in which he is; and further, that it is in that kingdom as it is on earth, where everyone is rated according to his wealth, and his favor with his sovereign; and that there good and truth are wealth, and favor with the sovereign is the Lord’s mercy; and that if he desired to exercise command in any other way, he was a rebel, seeing that he was now in the kingdom of another. On hearing this he was ashamed.

People are explored after death by whether or not they love the Lord’s kingdom.
SD 5399. Those were explored who had not any charity towards the neighbor – not those who are unmerciful, and of such a disposition; for these are at once seen to be infernal – but they who do not appear so in words and in outward form, but yet are so in heart and internally. They are those who say they are for their country and its good, and likewise act and speak as if they were for it, and yet are not; for those who are for the good of their country have charity towards the neighbor – for the good of their country is the neighbor, and more the neighbor than a fellow-citizen is. 
These were explored by the following criterion, namely, as to whether they wished well to the Lord’s Kingdom, thus to heaven; for they who wish well to their country also wish well to the Lord’s Kingdom, for after death this is their country; in the other life; no other country is recognized. They were those who have thus acted and spoken in favor of the Lord's Kingdom, by thus speaking and acting well towards those whom they knew to be of the Lord’s Kingdom, but when they believed it would fail in any way, and saw its states changed, then they at once joined those who destroyed, and bore them help. They were scattered round about; and, when any of such a quality were perceived, they were cast into chasms and deserts on every side. 
It was observed that they constantly preferred their own good to that of the public, and only favored the public good so far as good would thence accrue to them. Good, also, did accrue to them; and so long as this was the case, no notice was taken of them; but, when the change of state was perceived, they cast themselves at once on to the opposite side, thus hoping, by virtue of their persuasion, to get good out of evils.

Rebellion can lead us to all kinds of violence.
TCR 120. There are several reasons why without redemption by the Lord iniquity and wickedness would have pervaded all Christendom, both in the natural world and in the spiritual world, one of which is, that every man goes after death into the world of spirits, and there he is wholly the same man as before. On entering that world, no one can be prevented from talking with departed parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. Then every husband first seeks his wife, and every wife her husband, and by these they are introduced into the various companies of those who externally are lamb-like, but internally are like wolves; and by such even those who have lived pious lives are led astray. As a result of this and of nefarious arts unknown in the natural world, that world becomes as full of malicious persons as a green pond is with the spawn of frogs. 

TCR 120:2.That such is the result of association with the evil there is made evident by the fact that if one lives for a time with robbers and pirates he finally becomes like them; or if one lives with adulterers and harlots he soon thinks nothing of adultery; or if he mingles with rebels he soon thinks nothing of doing violence to anyone. For all evils are contagious, and may be compared to a pestilence, which is communicated merely by the breath or the effluvia of the body; also to cancer or gangrene, which spreads and infects first the nearer and then the remoter parts, until the whole body is destroyed. The delights of evil into which every man is born, are the cause.
Love of country leads us to love the Lord’s kingdom.

AC 6821. Our country is more the neighbor than a society, because it is like a parent; for there the man has been born; it nourishes him, and protects him from harm. Our country is to be benefited from love, according to its necessities, which chiefly regard its sustenance, its civil life, and its spiritual life. He who loves his country, and from good will benefits it, in the other life loves the Lord's kingdom; for there the Lord's kingdom is his country. And he who loves the Lord’s kingdom, loves the Lord, because the Lord is the all in all of His kingdom; for what is properly called “the Lord’s kingdom” is the good and truth from the Lord in those who are in it.

