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“UNTIL I DRINK IT NEW WITH YOU”

A Holy Supper Address by the Rev. Lawson M. Smith – 1986, 1991, 1998, 2002

Lesson: 

TCR 708.  ...The offspring of the vine which they were to drink new in the heavenly kingdom (Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:25; Luke 22:18) means nothing but the truth of the new church and of heaven. This is why in many passages in the Word the church is called a vineyard (for instance, Isa. 5:1, 24; Matt. 20:1-13), and the Lord calls Himself the true vine, and the people who are grafted on to it are called branches (John 15:1, 6, and many other passages).

TCR 709. From what has been said it can now be established what the Lord’s flesh and blood, and what bread and wine mean in their threefold sense, the natural, spiritual and celestial senses. Everyone who has had a religious upbringing in a Christian country can know - or if he does not know, can learn - that there is natural nourishment and spiritual nourishment, natural nourishment for the body and spiritual nourishment for the soul. For Jehovah the Lord says in the works of Moses:

It is not by bread alone that a person lives, but it is by everything that comes out of Jehovah's mouth that a person lives. Deut. 8:3
Now since the body dies, and the soul lives after death, it follows that spiritual nourishment must be for everlasting salvation. Can anyone after that fail to see that these two kinds of nourishment must by no means be confused? If anyone does confuse them, he cannot help taking to himself natural and sensual notions about the Lord's flesh and blood, and about bread and wine; and since these ideas are derived from matter, the body and the flesh, they smother spiritual notions about this most holy sacrament.

But should anyone be so simple-minded as to be unable to think with his understanding about anything other than what he sees with his eyes, I advise him, when he takes the bread and wine, and then hears the Lord's flesh and blood mentioned, to think to himself about the Holy Supper that it is the holiest act of worship, and to remember Christ's passion and His love for man's salvation. For He says:

Do this in remembrance of me. Luke 22:19
And:

The Son of Man came to give his soul as a ransom for many. Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:45 


I lay down my life for the sheep. John 10: 15, 17; 15:13

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

When the Lord gave His disciples the first Holy Supper, He said to them, “But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until the day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” (Matt. 26:29, Mark 14:25)

Even from these few words, it is clear that the Holy Supper symbolizes something spiritual, because the Lord says He will drink it with us in His Father’s kingdom, that is, in heaven. (AC 5113:14, AR 316, TCR 708, AE 329:4)  Right from the first Holy Supper, the Lord showed that this sacrament or holy act of worship is meant to remind us of our spiritual nourishment, and of the Lord Himself, who feeds us and lifts us up forever. 

In connection with spiritual nourishment we read: “It is the same with a person’s affection as it is with the person himself: unless his affection is sustained with food, it dies. A good person is an affection for good and so for truth, but an evil person is an affection for evil and so for falsity. This is especially evident when a person becomes a spirit. The sphere which then pours forth from him or from her is a sphere either of the affection for good or of the affection for evil. His or her nourishment is not from natural food and drink, but from spiritual food and drink. These spiritual foods are falsity from evil to an evil spirit, and truth from good to a good spirit. The nourishment of human minds during their life in the body is no different. This is why, in the Word, all things relating to food, such as bread, meat, wine, water and many other things, mean the kind of things that belong to spiritual nourishment. From this it is plain what the Lord’s words in Matthew mean: ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that goes forth out of the mouth of God’ (4:4). It is also clear what His words in Luke mean: ‘You will eat and drink at My table in My kingdom.’” (22:30)  (AC 9003:2-3)  

The prophet Amos clearly shows the correspondence between food to sustain the body and truth to feed the mind: “Behold, the days come, in which I will send a hunger into the earth, not a hunger for bread, nor a thirst for waters, but for hearing the words of Jehovah.” (8:11, in AC 9413:5)  

The words of the Lord feed our spirits by giving us hope, purpose, and direction in our lives. Teachings from the Word inspire us with the desire to live by the truth and do what is good in the Lord’s sight. These good affections and thoughts are spiritual bread and wine. In particular, the wine that the Lord said He would drink new with us in His kingdom means the Divine truth nourishing spiritual life, (AE 329:4) giving us love to the Lord and mutual love toward others. (AC 6377:8)  

At the last supper, the Lord gave the disciples something to drink, just as spiritually He gave them good things to think about all His life. It was a sign of love among close friends to share a common cup. When we accept the cup from the Lord, this represents accepting the truth He is teaching us.  When we drink from it, it symbolizes making the truth our own by applying it in our lives, so that it becomes a part of us, just as wine that we drink becomes a part of our bodies. And when we drink from the Lord’s cup, naturally and spiritually, we are conjoined with Him in love. We are His friends, as we do whatever He commands us. (John 15:14) 

Since by promising to drink with us, the Lord meant that He would teach us the truth, we can see some of the special things He had in mind when He spoke of drinking the new wine with His disciples.  

The Lord spoke these words only a few hours before His arrest and crucifixion. The end of one church had come. The Lord could give no further instruction to that state of mankind. And His disciples could make no further progress in their understanding of who the Lord was until He had risen from the dead. So He said, “I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until the day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

With His resurrection the Lord brought a new day to the human race. He formed a new heaven and established a new church, the Christian Church. The truth of that new heaven and new church is the wine His disciples would drink new with Him in His kingdom. (TCR 708) 

The most important truth of all – the rock on which the Christian Church is built – is the acknowledgement of the Lord as the one God of heaven and earth. It is the idea that God is Human, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the one God. The Lord’s coming into the world gave us a whole new way to approach Him. Before His coming, people could only look forward to the day when He would come. They could only vaguely guess what God was like. He was seen through the dark glass of prophecy and representation. But then the Lord came in Person, and showed plainly who He is and what He is like. Since His resurrection, He teaches us in a new way. He drinks the wine new with us. We in turn are able to look to Him for all our teaching and deliverance from evil. We can take up our cross and follow our God, for we know Him and He shows us the way. 

The Lord was referring to the new closeness between Himself and mankind when He called the wine “the blood of the new covenant”:  (TCR 708; AE 960) “Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying ‘Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’” (Mt. 26:27-28)  

The Lord gave His life so that we could be saved, so that our sins could be forgiven. Our sins are forgiven as soon as we turn away from them to follow Him. As we repent, the Lord gives us a new heart, and puts a new spirit in us. (Ezek. 36:26)  

This new heart and new spirit, given by regeneration, is the purpose of the new truth the Lord offers. It is the fruit of the vine that the Lord mentioned. By the vine itself, the Lord meant our understanding made new or reborn by a good life in keeping with the Word. The fruit of the vine, where the sweetness is, is the good heart that the Lord gives us as we live by the Word now opened to our understanding. Living by the Word leads us to true love for others. This is the new wine that the Lord wishes above all to drink with us in His kingdom. Then our love and our wisdom will always be new and fresh. He will renew our interests with new insights and visions, and give us new talents for performing the uses we most love. This is why heaven never becomes boring, but grows more delightful forever.  AC 5113:4, AE 252:6) 

We cannot drink the fruit of the vine fully until we come to our Father’s kingdom in heaven, but the Holy Supper, where we drink it representatively, serves as a reminder of the Lord’s hope and purpose for us. In a more general sense, His kingdom is wherever His truth reigns in people’s lives. Especially it is where the Lord is acknowledged and worshipped in His Divine Human, that is, where people know and believe that He is the one and only God: the Creator from eternity, the Redeemer who came into the world, and the Savior of each of us every day of our lives. These are the people with whom He can share the new wine. 

Today the Lord is again making all things new, both for the human race and for each person who is willing to accept His cup. May we receive gratefully the blood of the new covenant, so that the Lord may form a new heart and a new spirit within us. Then after death, He will always be able to drink it new with us in His heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

