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The Lord governs even the smallest things.

Arcana Caelestia 6493. I have often spoken with spirits about fortune, which [to people] in the world appears like haphazard chance, because they do not know where it comes from.  And because they do not know this, some deny that there is such a thing as fortune. When something happened to me which seemed to be by chance, I was told by the angels that it had happened because spirits of that kind were present; and that when it was misfortune, the sphere of spirits of a corresponding kind was prevailing. Evil spirits also found out how to produce by their arts a sphere giving rise to misfortunes that appeared exactly as if by chance.  The angels went on to say that all things, in fact the smallest of all things, down to the smallest of the smallest, are directed by the Providence of the Lord, even as to the very steps. And when the kind of thing prevails that is contrary to Providence, misfortunes happen. They also confirmed the fact that there is no such thing as chance, and that what seems to be haphazard, or fortune, is Providence in the ultimate [or last level] of order, in which all things are comparatively inconstant.

AC 6494. For a number of years I have carefully observed whether there is any such thing as fortune. I have found that there is, and that prudence was then of no avail. Further, all who have reflected on the matter for a long time know and confess this to be true, but they do not know where it comes from. Scarcely anyone knows that fortune is from the spiritual world, when yet this is the source of it. 

In a social gathering I once played a common game of chance with dice, and the spirits who were with me were speaking to me about fortune in games. They said that good fortune was represented to them by a bright cloud, and bad fortune by a somber cloud, and that when a somber cloud appeared with me, I could never win. Also by that sign they were foretelling to me the turns of fortune in that game. From this it was given me to know that what is attributed to fortune, even in games, is from the spiritual world. This is even more true with regard to the changing fortunes that befall a person in the course of his life. What is called fortune [or luck] is from the influx of Providence in the ultimates of order, where it manifests itself as fortune. Thus [I learned] that Providence is in the most specific aspects of all things, according to the Lord's words, that not even a hair falls from one's head apart from the will of God.
The appearance is that God causes evil, because God rules all things.
Exodus 21

12. He who strikes a man and he dies, dying he shall die.

13. And he who has not lain in wait, and God caused it to happen at his hand, then I will appoint thee a place where he shall flee.

14. And when a man shall act of set purpose against his companion to kill him with deceit, thou shalt take him from My altar that he may die.

AC 9010. 'And God caused it to happen at his hand' means appearing as something happening by chance. This is clear from ancient people's idea of chance, which was that whatever happened was brought about by God; and this was why they expressed the idea of chance by saying that 'God caused it to happen at someone's hand'. Those who belonged to the ancient Churches knew that the Lord's providence was present in every single thing, and that contingencies, that is, things which appeared to happen by chance, were of providence. Simple people therefore who could see no difference between things that happened by His permission and those that happened by His good pleasure attributed to the Lord both good and evil, good because they knew everything good is from Him, but evil on account of the appearance. For when a person does evil deeds, and by doing them turns away from the Lord, the appearance is that the Lord turns away. For the Lord then appears to him to be behind, not in front of him. These then are the reasons why if anyone struck another by chance, that is, without willing to by premeditation, the words 'God caused it to happen at his hand' were used to express it.

The Lord's providence is in every single thing, see 1919 (end), 4329, 5122 (end), 5155, 5195, 5894 (end), 6058, 6481-6487, 6489, 6491, 7004, 7007, 8478, 8717.

Contingencies or chance events are of providence, 5508, 6493, 6494.

Evil is attributed to the Lord, when in fact it originates in man, 2447, 5798, 6071, 6832, 6991, 6997, 7533, 7877, 7926, 8197, 8227, 8228, 8282, 8284, 8483, 8632.

Evil spirits are the cause of accidents.
SD 2372. THAT WHATEVER EVIL HAPPENS, EVEN THE LEAST, COMES FROM EVIL SPIRITS.

Evil spirits have sometimes said that they could not have been the cause that any evil had happened, because it was as it were accidental [fortuitum], and they were ignorant what they were, therefore did not wish to acknowledge that it proceeded from them; but it was replied that still it proceeds from them, although it is as if accidental [fortuitum] , and as if they do not do it from their will, because the common evil which flows from them, has as it were, continually with itself such consequences. This was also shown today, by this: I was kept by certain ones in a sort of ignorance or obscurity and for quite a long time; then certain badly written and erroneous things crept in, not that they willed it, but because they kept me in [that] obscurity, and were of such a character as wished to rule from themselves those things that were written; hence the obscurity, wherefore, the single slips and errors, even the least proceeded from them, for it is entirely different when I enjoy the light of the Lord. It happened similarly in the rest [other things]. - 1748, June 22.

SD 2923. THAT ALL EVILS, EVEN SUCH AS APPEAR TO MAN AS ACCIDENTS, [COME] FROM EVIL SPIRITS.

I kicked into something with my foot so as nearly to fall down or get hurt. I spoke with spirits, saying that they were the cause of it, and that this is similar [to what happens] when unclean spirits notice filth not seen by me, and that [such things] are their objects [or what they look for], although I do not see them. Thus it is also with falls and other misfortunes, which appear to be misfortunes or accidents. - 1748, August 24.

DMin 4758. [4784] CONCERNING MISFORTUNES AND FORTUNE, AND CONCERNING ACCIDENTAL CIRCUMSTANCES, WHENCE THEY ARE. INFLUX. 

There were certain spirits who sent forth a sphere of misfortune, namely, by calling forth such spirits as wished to destroy, or, rather, [they produced] such a sphere among spirits. Then befell misfortunes, which were not foreseen by them; and, because they have employed that art, they were also punished. Hence it was evident whence misfortunes, and unforeseen events which are considered accidents, arise, namely, that they are from spirits who continually attempt to destroy man, thus, from their endeavor [to destroy him]. Hence, also, it was granted to know whence fortune is, especially that which tends to the salvation of man, namely, from the continual will of the Lord that it should be well with man and that he should be saved, and that that sphere itself, by means of angels, should contribute thereto. Unforeseen misfortunes are nothing else than the perpetual efforts of evil spirits; and this, because unforeseen goods exist from the Lord. This [I know] from experience: it appears incredible; but yet it is the case. 

No evil is permitted except that good may come of it.

Genesis 50

15. And Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, and they said, Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and returning will return unto us all the evil that we requited to him.

16. And they commanded Joseph, saying, Thy father commanded before he died, saying,

17. Thus shall ye say to Joseph, I pray, forgive, I pray, the transgression of thy brothers, and their sin, because they requited evil to thee; and now forgive, I pray, the transgression of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

18. And his brothers also went and fell down before him; and they said, Behold, we are thy servants.

19. And Joseph said to them, Fear not; for am I in God's stead?

20. And you thought evil against me, but God thought it for good, in order to do as it is this day, to keep alive a great people.

21. And now fear not: I will sustain you, and your babes. And he comforted them, and spoke upon their heart.

AC 6574. ‘To make alive a great people.’
[2] The words which Joseph spoke now to his brothers - You thought evil against me; God thought it for good, in order to do as it is this day, to make alive a great people - are words that contain an arcanum of heaven. The arcanum is this: The Lord allows the hells in the next life to lead the good into temptation, consequently to pour in falsities and evils. They also put all they have into doing this, for when they are doing it, they are in their life and its delight. But the Lord Himself is then present with those in temptation, both directly and indirectly by means of angels, and is resisting by refuting the falsities of the spirits from hell and dispersing their evil. From this come renewal, hope, and victory. In this way, with those who are in the truths of good, the truths of faith and the goods of charity are implanted more deeply and strengthened more firmly. This is the means by which spiritual life is bestowed.

[3] From all this it is evident what is signified in the internal sense by the words in this verse, namely, that they who have been alienated from truth and good, as are the spirits who induce temptations, intend nothing but evil, but that the Divine turns it into good, and this according to order from eternity, whence comes life to those who are in the truths of good. For be it known that the infernal spirits to whom it is permitted thus to trouble the good, intend nothing but evil; for they desire with all their might to drag them down from heaven and cast them into hell; because it is the very delight of their life to destroy anyone as to his soul; thus to eternity. But not one whit is permitted them by the Lord, except to the end that good may come of it, namely, that truth and good may be brought into shape and strengthened with those who are in temptation. In the universal spiritual world reigns the end which proceeds from the Lord, which is that nothing whatever, not even the least thing, shall arise, except that good may come from it. Hence the Lord's kingdom is called a kingdom of ends and uses.

AC 4493e  ...All the evil which the evil intend and do to the good is turned by the Lord into good....

AC 689. This being so, every single thing – celestial, spiritual, or natural – is balanced in such a way that nobody is able to think, feel, or act in isolation from the many, though each one supposes that he does so independently and in absolute freedom. In like manner nothing ever exists that is not counter-balanced by its opposite, and things that are opposite by those that are intermediate. As a result the individual by himself, and the many collectively, live in a most perfect equilibrium. Consequently no evil can befall anyone without being instantly counter-balanced. And when there is a preponderance of evil, evil – that is, the evil-doer – is in that case corrected by the law of equilibrium as if of himself; but this never takes place except to the end that good may result. Such is the form, and therefore the equilibrium in which heavenly order consists, an order formed, arranged, and preserved for ever by the Lord alone.
All things that happen are turned to good.
AC 6303. ‘And God shall be with you.’ 

That this signifies the Divine providence of the Lord, is evident from the signification of "God shall be with you," as being the Divine providence of the Lord; for when the Lord is with anyone, He leads him, and provides that all things which happen, whether sad or joyful, befall him for good: this is the Divine providence.  

AC 8478:4. Be it known that the Divine Providence is universal, that is, in things the most minute; and that they who are in the stream of Providence are all the time carried along toward everything that is happy, whatever may be the appearance of the means; and that those are in the stream of Providence who put their trust in the Divine and attribute all things to Him. 

Those are not in the stream of Providence who trust in themselves alone and attribute all things to themselves, because they are in the opposite, for they take away providence from the Divine, and claim it for themselves. 

Be it known also that insofar as anyone is in the stream of Providence, so far he is in a state of peace; also that insofar as anyone is in a state of peace from the good of faith, so far he is in the Divine Providence. These alone know and believe that the Divine Providence of the Lord is in everything both in general and in particular, in fact, is in the most minute things of all. 

This may be seen shown above, n. 1919, 4329, 5122, 5894, 6058, 6481-6486, 6490, 7004, 7007, and that the Divine Providence looks to what is eternal, n. 6491. 

AC 5608:7. In Isaiah:


The cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones shall lie down together, and the suckling shall play on the hole of the viper (Isa. 11:7-8);

speaking of the Lord's kingdom, and specifically of the state of peace or innocence therein. A "suckling" denotes innocence; that nothing of evil can befall those who are in innocence  is signified by a "suckling playing on the hole of a viper"; "vipers" are they who are most crafty. This chapter plainly relates to the Lord. 

SD 4138. CONCERNING MISFORTUNES.

I perceived that no disasters or fortuitous evils, as they are called, can happen to a man with whom the Lord is: for when by the agency of evil spirits who were present, a restive horse threatened injury [to his rider], those spirits were suddenly cast down. They that were with me observed, that from such things it might be perceived what kind of spirits they are who bring misfortunes with them, which was afterwards confirmed. - 1749, January 14.

SD 1088. CONCERNING FORESIGHT AND PROVIDENCE

It is an undoubtable fact that the Lord governs the Universe. This government is called Providence. But since evils, likewise permissions, are not provided but foreseen, in order to understand this [it must be known] that foresight relates to evils; Providence is the disposal of them to good ends. Nevertheless, there is no such thing as chance, that is, no evil happens by chance, but all evils are so governed that not one of them is permitted which is not conducive to good, both to man and soul. Moreover, nothing is permitted which has not thus been foreseen, for otherwise it could by no means happen; consequently, the various evils are so turned that certain ones and not others occur, because it cannot be otherwise in a state so perverse. Thus it is Providence alone which governs, for foresight is thus turned into Providence, and in this way those evils are provided from which there may be good. For if the foreseen intentions of evil spirits were permitted it would lead to the destruction of man and of souls; wherefore the things intended by evil spirits are bent into such things as are to be permitted. 1748, Feb. 29.

The peace of trusting in the Lord
AC 8455. …Peace is… like dawn on the earth, which gladdens minds with universal delight; and the truth of peace is like the light of the dawn. This truth, which is called "the truth of peace," is the very Divine truth in heaven from the Lord, which universally affects all who are there, and makes heaven to be heaven; for peace has in it confidence in the Lord, that He directs all things, and provides all things, and that He leads to a good end. When a man is in this faith, he is in peace, for he then fears nothing, and no solicitude about things to come disquiets him. A man comes into this state in proportion as he comes into love to the Lord.

AC 5963. …The varying states in the other life of which mention has been made just above (n. 5962), are according to the perception of good and truth with those who are there, thus according to their perception of the Lord's presence. According to this perception they have tranquility; for they who are in the perception of the Lord's presence are in the perception that each and all things which befall them tend to their good, and that evils do not reach them; hence they are in tranquility. Without such faith or confidence in the Lord no one can possibly come to the tranquility of peace, thus neither to the bliss in joy, because this bliss dwells in the tranquility of peace.

AC 8717:3. But this subject falls with difficulty into the idea of any man, and least of all into the idea of those who trust in their own prudence; for they attribute to themselves all things that happen prosperously for them, and the rest they ascribe to fortune, or chance; and few to the Divine Providence. Thus they attribute the things that happen to dead causes, and not to the living cause. When things turn out happily they indeed say that it is of God, and even that there is nothing that is not from Him; but few, and scarcely any, at heart believe it. In like manner do those who place all prosperity in worldly and bodily things, namely, in honors and riches, and believe that these alone are Divine blessings; and therefore when they see many of the evil abound in such things, and not so much the good, they reject from their heart and deny the Divine Providence in individual things, not considering that Divine Blessing is to be happy to eternity, and that the Lord regards such things as are of brief duration, as relatively, are the things of this world, no otherwise than as means to eternal things. Wherefore also the Lord provides for the good, who receive His mercy in time, such things as contribute to the happiness of their eternal life; riches and honors for those to whom they are not hurtful; and no riches and honors for those to whom they would be hurtful. Nevertheless to these latter He gives in time, in the place of honors and riches, to be glad with a few things, and to be more content than the rich and honored.

